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F
orew

ord

U
ndoubtedly m

ost successful w
riters and teachers of

w
riting have at tim

es
been asked a variety of questions about w

riting as
they do it, or w

riting as they
teach it. From

 w
hat responses w

e get w
e have com

e to
know

 a good deal about
the techniques and m

ethods of teachers w
ho are

successful in developing
individuals w

ho w
rite w

ell, for the individuals
them

selves and their w
riting

speak w
ell of the efforts expended by all

involved. Seldom
 do w

e find accounts
of teachers w

ho achieve success in teaching groups of
children how

 to w
rite.

M
rs. C

arrie V
. Stegall is one teacher w

ho has taught groups
and she tells us

how
 she does her w

ork.
M

rs. Stegall in her T
he A

dventures of B
row

n Sugar: A
dventures in

C
reative

W
riting tarries us step by step through the stages of the group

developm
ent of

a story in
w

hich all forty of her fourth grade pupils participate actively over a
sixteen-w

eek period. T
his involvem

ent in the group project leads to the
situation

w
here at the beginning of the second sem

ester, each child expresses an
anxious

desire to w
rite his ow

n.story. A
nd, follow

ing the group
experience, each of the

forty has his ow
n folder, his ow

n outline, his ow
n w

riting rules,
and his ow

n
book in the process of being w

ritten.
It has been observed (G

oodenough and Pre linger, C
hildren T

ell Stories,
International U

niversities Press, 1963) that teachers are w
ell aw

are that
creative w

riting is dependent on an individual's accum
ulation of sensory

iv

s.

I
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project. H
ow

ever, I chose to use greatly im
proved

w
ork of all the children, not

just a few
.

T
his procedure kept the w

eaker pupils
w

orking as it inspired
the

better ones to exceed their ow
n

efforts."
R

eaders of T
he A

dventures of B
row

n
Sugar are glad for

this choice, for the
best testam

ent as to the
w

orth of the book m
ay w

ell com
e

from
 the child w

riters
them

selves w
ho say: "W

e are w
riting

this book because w
e don't w

ant
to do

E
nglish. Sentences are

hard to do. I think w
riting a

book is m
ore fun than

w
riting sentences. W

riting a story
is funny and E

nglish is not funny.
W

e w
ill

not have to w
ork in our

book and w
rite old silly sentences. W

e w
ould not have

learned about a Pekingese if w
e

w
orked in an E

nglish book.
Som

e of us m
ight

w
ant to w

rite a book
w

hen w
e grow

 up and w
e'll know

 how
!"

W
alter J. M

oore,
C

hairm
an

E
lem

entary Section,
N

C
T

E
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, I

 to
ld

 th
e

yo
un

gs
te

rs
, b

ec
au

se
 e

ve
ry

 c
la

ss
 w

as
re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 h
av

e 
ar

i E
ng

lis
h 

pe
ri

od
. W

ha
t c

ou
ld

 w
e 

do
? 

So
m

e 
ve

nt
ur

ed
 to

su
gg

es
t t

ha
t w

e 
co

ul
d 

le
av

e 
it 

of
f 

an
d 

no
t t

el
l a

ny
bo

dy
 a

bo
ut

 it
. I

 s
ec

re
tly

co
nt

em
pl

at
ed

 th
e 

w
is

do
m

 o
f 

th
at

 s
ug

ge
st

io
n 

an
d 

w
as

 s
or

el
y 

te
m

pt
ed

.
In

st
ea

d,
 I

 c
au

tio
us

ly
 a

sk
ed

, "
H

ad
 y

ou
 r

at
he

r 
w

ri
te

 a
 b

oo
k 

th
an

 s
tu

dy
 E

n-
gl

is
h?

" 
I 

w
as

 o
ve

rw
he

lm
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

sp
on

ta
ne

ou
s 

en
th

us
ia

sm
 th

at
 s

w
ep

t
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

.
"S

ur
e!

"
"Y

ea
h,

 le
t's

 d
o.

"
"Y

ou
 b

et
!"

"O
h,

 b
oy

! 
C

an
 w

e?
"

"T
ha

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
fu

n!
"

A
s 

cr
ie

s 
of

 a
pp

ro
va

l s
pr

ea
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
cl

as
s,

 in
di

ff
er

en
ce

 a
nd

 b
or

ed
om

di
sa

pp
ea

re
d.

 A
nd

 th
er

e 
w

as
 I

, t
he

 te
ac

he
r,

 w
ith

ou
t t

he
 v

ag
ue

st
 id

ea
 o

f 
ho

w
 to



e-

begin to w
rite a book, m

uch less to teach thirty-six youngsters how
 to do so.

N
evertheless, believing that a teacher som

etim
es does her best job sim

ply by
staying out of the w

ay of her pupils, I plunged into this w
ave of enthusiasm

 and
found m

yself engulfed in one of the m
ost delightful teaching-learning-w

riting
experiences of m

y tw
enty-five years of teaching.

N
ot only did the boys and girls w

ant to w
rite a book, they w

anted to w
rite it

right then and there. B
ut, of course, a few

 prelim
inaries had to be pigeonholed

before the fun began.
First, w

e discussed books w
e had read or had heard read. T

he discussion w
as

eventually directed to T
he A

dventures of T
om

 Saw
yer, w

ith w
hich the

young-
sters w

ere quite fam
iliar since they rem

em
bered seeing another class dram

atize
scenes from

 it a year or so before. B
riefly I told how

 M
ark T

w
ain took a num

ber
of boys w

hom
 he knew

 w
ell, rolled them

 all
up

into
one, and thus created the

book character T
om

 Saw
yer. T

his w
as possible and

easy to
do sim

ply because
M

ark T
w

ain knew
 boys w

ell. A
nd, since he also knew

 life
on the M

ississippi
R

iver because he had lived there, he could w
rite vividly about it.

Second, I opened a discussion about things w
ith w

hich
w

e, as fourth graders,
w

ere m
ost fam

iliar. D
ogs, cats, and other pets cam

e into our group conversation
w

ith dogs holding priority. T
hough w

e planned to follow
 M

ark T
w

ain's lead and
"roll all of our dogs

up
into one" to get our m

ain character, w
e w

ere forced to
choose one dog as the physical evidence needed for a tangible beginning. Since
m

y ow
n pet w

as a little brow
n Pekingese, I asked if the children w

ould like to

xii

qt;
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pl
ay

 w
ith

 h
im

 w
hi

le
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

de
ci

di
ng

. C
er

ta
in

ly
th

e 
su

gg
es

tio
n 

m
et

 w
ith

en
th

us
ia

st
ic

 a
pp

ro
va

l. 
T

he
re

fo
re

, t
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

da
y 

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r,
al

so
 k

no
w

n 
as

B
oy

, w
en

t t
o 

sc
ho

ol
. I

t w
as

 d
if

fi
cu

lt 
to

te
ll 

w
hi

ch
 e

nj
oy

ed
 th

e 
ge

t-
ac

qu
ai

nt
ed

pa
rt

y 
m

or
eB

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r 

or
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n.
 A

t a
ny

 r
at

e 
th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
re

su
lte

d 
in

m
ut

ua
l l

ov
e 

at
 f

ir
st

 s
ig

ht
. S

o 
ca

m
e 

ou
r 

tit
le

: T
he

 A
dv

en
tu

re
s 

of
 d

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r.

T
hu

s 
ar

m
ed

 w
ith

 a
 d

og
, a

 ti
tle

 f
or

 th
ei

r 
bo

ok
, a

nd
 b

ou
nd

le
ss

 o
pt

im
is

m
,t

he
se

fo
ur

th
 g

ra
de

rs
 w

er
e 

la
un

ch
ed

 u
po

n 
th

ei
r 

hi
gh

 a
dv

en
tu

re
, t

he
 tw

o
ch

ie
f 

pu
rp

os
es

of
 w

hi
ch

 w
er

e 
"t

o 
ge

t o
ut

 o
f 

st
ud

yi
ng

 E
ng

lis
h"

 a
nd

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
su

rp
ri

se
fo

r 
th

ei
r

pa
re

nt
s 

at
 C

hr
is

tm
as

. (
In

 m
or

e 
sc

ho
la

rl
y

ci
rc

le
s 

th
e 

ps
yc

ho
lo

gi
st

s,
 I

 b
el

ie
ve

,
ca

ll 
it 

"m
ot

iv
at

io
n.

")
T

he
n 

ca
m

e 
di

sc
us

si
on

s,
 m

an
y 

pe
ri

od
s 

of
 th

em
 s

ca
tte

re
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
th

e 
fo

l-
lo

w
in

g 
da

ys
, a

bo
ut

 th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 a
bo

ok
. J

us
t h

ow
 d

id
 o

ne
 g

o 
ab

ou
t s

uc
h 

a
pr

oj
ec

t?
 W

el
l, 

fo
r 

on
e 

th
in

g,
 th

e
ch

ild
re

n 
kn

ew
 th

at
 m

an
y 

bo
ok

s 
w

er
e 

di
vi

de
d

in
to

 c
ha

pt
er

s 
be

ca
us

e 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

re
ad

in
g 

su
ch

 b
oo

ks
. S

ur
el

y 
th

at
 w

as
 a

s 
go

od
 a

w
ay

 a
s 

an
y 

to
 s

ta
rt

.A
ll 

ag
re

ed
. B

ut
 th

en
 w

ha
t?

H
er

e 
I 

ve
nt

ur
ed

 to
 a

sk
 a

 q
ue

st
io

n,
 "

W
ha

t w
ou

ld
 y

ou
r 

m
ot

he
rs

 d
o

if
 th

ey
 w

er
e

to
 b

eg
in

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
dr

es
s 

or
 a

 s
hi

rt
?"

 W
hy

, t
he

y
w

ou
ld

 u
se

 a
 p

at
te

rn
, t

he
 p

ie
ce

s
of

 w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 jo
in

 p
er

fe
ct

ly
 if

 th
e 

ar
tic

le
 o

f 
cl

ot
hi

ng
 -

fi
t w

el
l.

T
he

re
af

te
r 

co
n-

tin
ue

d 
di

sc
us

si
on

s 
ab

ou
t f

in
is

hi
ng

 th
e 

se
w

in
g 

a 
lit

tle
 b

it 
at

 a
 ti

m
e 

an
d

th
en

 f
itt

in
g

th
e 

pi
ec

es
 to

ge
th

er
 p

ro
pe

rl
y.

 A
ny

bo
dy

 k
ne

w
 th

at
 m

uc
h.

Fr
om

 le
ng

th
y 

an
d 

in
de

fi
ni

te
 ta

lk
, I

 f
in

al
ly

 g
ui

de
d 

th
e 

yo
un

gs
te

rs
in

to
 th

e 
id

ea
of

 a
 W

ri
tin

g 
Pa

tte
rn

, o
ne

 in
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

pi
ec

es
 jo

in
 s

m
oo

th
ly

an
d 

lo
gi

ca
lly

. T
he

.+
0

r.



O
utline! C

hapter I w
ould

naturally be "Introducing B
row

n Sugar." Six titles
of paragraphs, w

hich
w

e felt w
ere necessary to this first "piece of the

garm
ent,"

w
ere suggested (in the order m

entioned)
:

1. W
hy W

e A
re

W
riting the Story

2. D
escribing B

row
n

Sugar
3. H

ow
 H

e C
am

e to
E

ngland
4. H

is L
ife in C

hina
5. W

hat H
e D

oes
6. W

ith W
hom

 H
e L

ives1
T

hese w
ere laterrearranged by a vote of the class into this order:

1. D
escribing B

row
n

Sugar
2. W

ith W
hom

 H
e L

ives
3. H

is L
ife in C

hina
4. H

ow
 H

e C
am

e to
E

ngland
5. W

hy W
e A

re
W

riting the Story
T

he original num
ber five

w
as om

itted in the final outline because thatw
as to be

the rest of the book.
Since I w

as
avoiding anything that sm

acked of
"w

riting old silly sentences,"
I m

ade no effort to brief the
youngsters on how

 to attack the w
riting of the first

eM
101111

11 think, perhaps, that this
construction w

as m
erely an echo of

m
y speech because tw

o or three children
offered it, and it w

as not their usual form
of expression. T

hey acquired
m

any of m
y speech habits w

ith sponge-
like facility.

xiv



f,

pa
ra

gr
ap

h.
 W

e 
m

er
el

y
di

sc
us

se
d 

B
oy

's
 s

iz
e,

 h
is

 s
ha

pe
, h

is
 c

ol
or

,
hi

s 
co

at
, h

is
ta

il,
 h

is
 n

os
e,

 h
is

 e
ar

s,
 h

is
 f

ee
t,

an
d 

hi
s 

le
gs

. I
 w

ro
te

 o
n 

th
e 

bo
ar

d 
al

l t
he

w
or

ds

th
ey

 th
ou

gh
t t

he
y 

m
ig

ht
lik

e 
to

 u
se

 if
 th

ey
 c

ou
ld

 o
nl

y 
sp

el
l t

he
m

.
I 

su
gg

es
te

d
th

at
 th

ey
 k

ee
p 

a 
lis

t o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ds
 s

o 
th

at
 th

ey
co

ul
d 

re
fe

r 
to

 th
em

 a
ga

in
 a

nd
ag

ai
n.

 (
T

hi
s 

lis
t e

ve
nt

ua
lly

 g
re

w
in

to
 a

no
th

er
 b

oo
k,

 M
y 

O
w

n 
E

ng
lis

h 
B

oo
k;

w
hi

ch
 a

ls
o 

in
cl

ud
es

 r
ul

es
 m

ad
e 

up
 a

s 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

ne
ed

ed
.)

W
he

n 
I 

re
ad

 th
e 

fi
rs

t t
hi

rt
y-

si
x 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
,

I 
fe

lt 
de

fe
at

ed
. I

gn
or

in
g 

al
l

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 o
f 

se
nt

en
ce

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
,

ho
w

ev
er

, I
 w

as
 a

bl
e 

to
 f

in
d 

th
re

e
us

ab
le

 s
en

te
nc

es
:

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
is

 a
 r

ed
di

sh
 b

ro
w

n 
w

hi
te

so
ck

ed
 p

in
t s

iz
e 

Pe
ki

ng
es

e
th

at
 h

as
 a

 li
ttl

e 
no

se
 li

ke
 a

 p
um

pk
in

. H
e 

is
 a

sm
al

l l
on

g 
ha

ir
ed

 d
og

 th
at

w
ei

gh
s 

ab
ou

t f
ou

rt
ee

n 
po

un
ds

.
H

e 
is

 b
ow

 le
gg

ed
 a

nd
 h

is
 ta

il 
cu

rl
s 

up
ov

er
 h

is
 b

ac
k 

as
 if

 h
e

ha
d 

a 
T

on
i i

n 
it.

T
ho

se
 w

er
e 

th
e 

ex
ac

t w
or

ds
 in

 a
ll 

th
ei

r
ba

rb
ar

ic
 b

ea
ut

y,
 f

ro
m

 th
re

e 
di

ff
er

en
t

pa
pe

rs
.T

he
 o

w
ne

rs
 c

op
ie

d 
th

em
 c

or
re

ct
ly

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 m
y

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

, r
el

yi
ng

co
nf

id
en

tly
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

te
ac

he
r 

fo
r 

pr
op

er
 g

ui
da

nc
e

in
 b

oo
k 

w
ri

tin
g.

 C
ap

ita
l l

et
te

rs
,

co
rr

ec
t s

pe
lli

ng
, a

nd
 p

ro
pe

r 
us

ag
e

of
 p

er
io

ds
 th

ey
 a

cc
ep

te
d 

be
ca

us
e 

th
ey

ha
d

"h
ea

rd
 a

bo
ut

 th
em

" 
in

 th
e 

th
ir

d 
gr

ad
e.

T
he

n 
I 

co
m

bi
ne

d 
th

e 
th

re
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s,
 r

ea
d

th
em

 a
lo

ud
, a

nd
 a

sk
ed

 f
or

 c
ri

tic
is

m
.

R
ec

ei
vi

ng
 n

o 
re

ac
tio

n 
at

 a
ll,

I 
as

su
m

ed
 th

at
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

si
m

pl
y 

to
o 

go
od

 to

2T
hi

s 
bo

ok
 b

eg
in

s 
on

 p
ag

e 
57

.

et
a
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F
J
a
i

criticize. B
ut, as there still didn't

seem
 to be enough description of B

oy, I in-
structed- allexcept the three to try again, and one produced the follow

ing line:
"H

e has a silky back oflong hair, and his ears hang dow
n to his feet."

T
hat w

as it ! W
hen this last sentence

w
as added to the first three, paragraph

one w
as com

plete. W
e had passed the first hurdle.Paragraph tw

o w
as

labori-
ously developed but as victoriously achieved.

Paragraph three w
as prefaced by

days of reading from
 reference books to

get som
e exciting inform

ation about the
Pekingese dog. M

ark T
w

ain had used ideas gleaned from
 his

reading. W
hy

shouldn't w
e? Paragraph four

w
as developed in like m

anner. Paragraph five
w

as sim
ply the outpouring of feelings about this business of

w
riting. In order

to get a cross section of reasons for their
entering so enthusiastically into the

w
riting project, I developed this last

paragraph sim
ply by choosing its seven

sentences from
 seven differentpapers.

T
hus C

hapter I, fulfilling its pU
rpose,w

as finally com
pleted at the end of the

first six w
eeks grade period. In the

eyes
of its authors it

w
as perfect; in the eyes

of the teacher it
w

as finished. I w
ondered w

hether that accom
plishm

ent
w

as
w

orth the endless hours of
paper checking, personal conferences, and constant

class discussions w
hich had been

necessary to the w
riting of each paragraph.

H
ow

ever, w
hen I hopefully suggested that this short

chapter w
as not w

orth
the long laborious hours they had

spent in w
riting it, the youngsters reacted

loudly and negatively. T
o th'm

 it w
as such an unquestioned

m
asterpiece that

tiresom
e details w

hich had
accom

panied its progress w
ere com

pletely nil in

xvi
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tr

os
pe

ct
. R

ea
liz

in
g 

th
en

 th
at

 I
 w

as
 tr

ap
pe

d,
 I

 b
ow

ed
 to

 th
e 

w
ill

 o
f

m
y

sl
av

e
dr

iv
er

s 
an

d 
w

ro
te

 "
C

ha
pt

er
 I

I"
on

 th
e 

bl
ac

kb
oa

rd
. W

ha
t w

ou
ld

 w
e 

ca
ll 

it?
D

is
cu

ss
io

n 
fo

llo
w

ed
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
un

til
 a

ll 
ag

re
ed

on
 th

e 
ch

ap
te

r 
tit

le
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s
on

 th
e 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
tit

le
s 

w
ith

in
 it

. I
 w

as
 a

m
az

ed
 a

nd
 g

ra
tif

ie
d 

at
 th

e 
sp

ee
d 

an
d

ea
se

 w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 th

is
 c

ha
pt

er
 d

ev
el

op
ed

. I
ns

te
ad

 o
f 

ha
vi

ng
 to

 s
ea

rc
h 

fo
r 

se
nt

en
ce

s
to

 c
om

bi
ne

 f
or

 a
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

, I
 f

ou
nd

 m
ys

el
f 

w
ei

gh
in

g 
th

e 
m

er
its

 o
f

on
e 

en
tir

e
pa

ra
gr

ap
h 

ag
ai

ns
t t

ho
se

 o
f 

an
ot

he
r.

 M
er

el
y 

by
 c

on
st

an
tly

 r
ec

al
lin

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
le

ar
ne

d 
in

 th
e 

th
ir

d 
gr

ad
e,

 a
bo

ut
 h

al
f 

of
 th

e
yo

un
gs

te
rs

 h
ad

 m
as

te
re

d 
th

e 
ar

t o
f

w
ri

tin
g 

co
rr

ec
t s

en
te

nc
es

. T
he

y 
re

m
em

be
re

d 
th

at
 (

1)
 a

 s
en

te
nc

e 
sh

ou
ld

sa
y

so
m

et
hi

ng
, (

2)
 it

 s
ho

ul
d 

st
ar

t w
ith

 a
 c

ap
ita

l l
et

te
r,

 a
nd

 (
3)

 it
 s

ho
ul

d 
en

d 
w

ith
 a

pe
ri

od
, a

 q
ue

st
io

n 
m

ar
k,

 o
r 

an
 e

xc
iti

ng
 m

ar
k.

B
y 

di
sc

us
si

ng
 s

en
te

nc
es

 a
s 

w
e 

re
ad

 o
ra

lly
 f

ro
m

 o
ur

 r
ea

de
rs

, w
e 

di
sc

ov
er

ed
 th

at
re

al
 a

ut
ho

rs
 a

lw
ay

s 
w

ro
te

 in
te

re
st

in
g

se
nt

en
ce

s,
 to

o.
 T

ha
t p

oi
nt

 in
 it

se
lf

 w
as

th
e 

re
al

 d
if

fe
re

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s
w

e 
lik

ed
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

w
e 

di
d 

no
t l

ik
e.

 W
e

lik
ed

 th
os

e 
th

at
 w

er
e

pa
rt

s 
of

 in
te

re
st

in
g 

re
ad

in
g 

or
 w

ri
tin

g,
 b

ut
 w

e 
st

ill
 d

id
 n

ot
lik

e 
th

os
e 

"o
ld

 s
ill

y 
se

nt
en

ce
s"

 th
at

w
e 

co
pi

ed
 o

ut
 o

f 
ou

r 
E

ng
lis

h 
bo

ok
 f

or
 n

o
ot

he
r

pu
rp

os
e 

th
an

 to
 f

ill
 b

la
nk

s.
 H

av
in

g 
ar

ri
ve

d 
at

 th
is

 c
on

cl
us

io
n 

ab
ou

t s
en

-
te

nc
e 

w
ri

tin
g,

 w
e 

de
ci

de
d 

to
 w

at
ch

 a
ll 

ou
r 

re
ad

in
g 

fo
r 

su
gg

es
tio

ns
 f

or
 im

pr
ov

in
g

ou
r 

w
ri

tin
g.

 W
e 

m
ig

ht
 a

cc
id

en
ta

lly
 le

ar
n 

m
or

e 
ab

ou
t h

ow
 th

e
ex

pe
rt

s 
m

an
ag

ed
to

 w
ri

te
 s

o 
w

el
l.

In
 C

ha
pt

er
 I

I 
th

e 
fi

rs
t r

ul
es

 a
ct

ua
lly

 e
vo

lv
ed

by
 th

is
 s

im
pl

e 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

ch
ec

ki
ng

 th
e 

w
or

k 
of

 th
e 

m
as

te
rs

. U
nt

il
no

w
, a

ll 
pu

nc
tu

at
io

n 
m

ar
ks

 e
xc

ep
t



periods w
hich had been used correctly

w
ere, so far as I knew

, com
pletely acci-

dental. Since the projectw
as a secret from

 the fam
ilies, I felt reasonably sure

that parents had not assisted
any

of the boys and girls in their efforts. In
checking papers, I system

atically left all correct punctuation alone and m
arked

off all that w
as used incorrectly.

W
hen the problem

 of the
apostrophe arose, w

e turned to the experts. H
ow

 did
successful w

riters handle the situation? E
xam

ination of
reading m

aterials re-
vealed the secret. T

he follow
ing is

a m
inute account of how

 the children w
ere led

to use their reading to develop the rules thatare found in their ow
n personal

E
nglish books:
I asked the class in w

hich direction the
sun rose that m

orning.
"In the east, of course."
"W

here w
ill it rise in the

m
orning?"

"In the east, of course,"
they answ

ered in superior voices.
"H

ow
 do

you know
?"

"W
ell, w

on't it?"
"Y

es, but w
hy?"

"W
e don't know

. D
o you?"

"It has been rising in the east
every m

orning of m
y life, a great m

any 1110111-.
ings indeed, and I assum

e it is a rule."

"W
hy, sure," they chorused.
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"T
he

n
m

ay
I 

lik
ew

is
e 

as
su

m
e 

if
 a

n 
ex

pe
rt

 u
se

s 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

th
in

g 
ov

er
 a

nd
 o

ve
r

in
 h

is
 w

ri
tin

g 
th

at
 it

 is
 a

ll 
ri

gh
t f

or
 u

s 
to

 d
o 

so
?"

 I
 a

sk
ed

.
"W

hy
, s

ur
e,

" 
on

e 
an

sw
er

ed
.

"O
f 

co
ur

se
,"

 a
no

th
er

 s
ai

d.
"T

he
n 

le
t m

e 
su

gg
es

t s
om

et
hi

ng
. A

s 
yo

u 
re

ad
, i

f 
yo

u 
se

e 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 in
 y

ou
r

re
ad

in
g 

of
te

n 
en

ou
gh

 f
or

 y
ou

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
ru

le
 a

bo
ut

 it
, m

ak
e

th
e 

ru
le

 a
nd

 p
re

se
nt

it 
to

 th
e 

cl
as

s 
fo

r 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n.

 I
f 

yo
u 

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
a 

ru
le

 a
nd

 p
ro

ve
 th

e 
ru

le
 b

y 
te

n
ex

am
pl

es
, w

e 
sh

al
l a

cc
ep

t i
t f

or
 o

ur
 E

ng
lis

h
bo

ok
s.

"'
"O

h,
 g

oo
d 

!"
 s

ho
ut

ed
 s

ev
er

al
.

"T
ha

t'l
l b

e 
fu

n,
" 

sa
id

 o
th

er
s.

In
 th

is
 m

an
ne

r 
w

as
 la

id
 th

e 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

fo
r 

ru
le

s,
 a

nd
 th

er
ea

ft
er

 a
ll 

tr
ad

iti
on

al
te

xt
bo

ok
 r

ul
es

 w
er

e 
le

ft
 m

ou
ld

in
g 

on
 th

ei
r 

du
st

y 
te

xt
bo

ok
 p

ag
es

 a
lo

ng
w

ith
"o

ld
 s

ill
y 

se
nt

en
ce

s"
 a

nd
 th

ei
r 

us
el

es
s 

bl
an

ks
.

C
er

ta
in

ly
 th

e 
su

pe
ri

or
 p

up
ils

 w
er

e 
th

e 
on

es
 w

ho
 p

us
he

d
th

e 
tr

ea
su

re
 h

un
t f

or
ru

le
s 

an
d 

ex
am

pl
es

. B
ut

 w
he

n 
a 

ru
le

 w
as

 m
ad

e,
 p

ro
ve

d,
 a

nd
 a

cc
ep

te
d,

 th
e 

le
ss

ag
gr

es
si

ve
 p

up
ils

 o
ft

en
 g

ai
ne

d 
re

co
gn

iti
on

 b
y 

fu
rt

he
r 

"s
tr

en
gt

he
ni

ng
"

th
e 

ru
le

w
ith

 o
th

er
 e

xa
m

pl
es

.
T

o 
re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 c

as
e 

of
 th

e 
ap

os
tr

op
he

: A
lm

os
t a

ll 
th

e
ch

ild
re

n 
us

ed
an

 a
po

st
ro

ph
e 

w
ith

 e
ve

ry
w

or
d 

en
di

ng
 in

 s
. A

pp
ar

en
tly

 th
is

 w
as

 a
 c

ar
ry

ov
er

fr
om

 th
e 

th
ir

d 
gr

ad
e.

 F
in

al
ly

, a
 c

hi
ld

 d
is

co
ve

re
d 

th
at

 a
n 

ap
os

tr
op

he
 w

as
us

ed
 to

8T
he

 w
or

d 
ru

le
 h

er
e 

is
, o

f 
co

ur
se

, u
se

d 
in

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
th

at
 it

 is
 th

e 
cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
re

su
lt 

of
 u

sa
ge

, n
ot

th
e

pr
es

cr
ip

tiv
e 

do
gm

a 
of

 th
e 

ru
le

 b
oo

k.
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show
 ow

nership. T
his he

proved by show
ing ten uses found in a book he w

as
reading. T

he class decided that that settled the apostrophe question.
W

ithout a w
ord, I w

rote
on the board these w

ords: don't, can't, isn't, haven't,
I'll, and m

any others. Instantly several understood that
they had jum

ped to a
conclusion. Som

e had even used that
apostrophe in their ow

n w
riting. T

hus it
becam

e
necessary to search for another apostrophe rule. T

his proved no task at
all, as several children clam

ored for the privilege of m
aking the rule. "T

o m
ake

tw
o w

ords into one, w
e use an apostrophe to show

 for the
m

issing letter or
letters."

In like m
anner all rules

applied in the w
riting of this book w

ere evolved,
proved, and accepted. T

hese rules the reader
m

ay exam
ine in M

y O
w

n E
nglish

B
ook.
T

he reader m
ust understand that this entire

story w
as w

ritten paragraph by
paragraph. M

uch class discussion w
as devoted to the problem

 of
sew

ing the
. paragraphs together neatly

and sm
oothly. T

hough each chapter
w

as outlined
com

pletely before the actual w
riting began, the children w

ere ever conscious of
the fact that each succeeding

paragraph should flow
 logically out of the preced-

ing one.' Frequently there w
as concrete evidence that the children

quite under-
stood this phase of w

riting bridgesor transitions.
O

ne day w
e w

ere beginning
a new

 paragraph. E
ither w

e had failed to

4Footnote 3, page 8, explains how
 diligently

w
e w

orked on the problem
 of coherence.
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m
en

tio
n 

ho
w

 th
e 

pr
ec

ed
in

g 
on

e 
ha

d 
en

de
d,

 o
r o

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

ys
 h

ad
 f

ai
le

d 
to

 :l
is

te
n

du
ri

ng
 th

e 
di

sc
us

si
on

 o
f 

it.
 A

t a
ny

 r
at

e,
 B

ill
y 

di
d 

no
t k

no
w

 h
ow

 th
e 

ch
os

en
w

ri
tin

g 
of

 th
e 

da
y 

be
fo

re
 h

ad
 e

nd
ed

. T
he

re
fo

re
, a

ft
er

 a
 f

ew
 m

in
ut

es
 o

f 
tr

yi
ng

 to
be

gi
n 

hi
s 

w
or

k,
 h

e 
sa

id
, "

M
rs

. S
te

ga
ll,

 w
ha

t k
in

d 
of

 th
re

ad
 d

id
 w

e 
fi

ni
sh

 w
ith

ye
st

er
da

y?
" 

W
he

n 
I 

re
ad

 th
e 

cl
os

in
g 

se
nt

en
ce

, h
e 

si
gh

ed
 c

on
te

nt
ed

ly
 a

nd
 ta

ck
le

d
hi

s 
ne

w
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

. W
he

n 
I 

ch
ec

ke
d 

th
e

pa
pe

rs
,

hi
s 

w
ri

tin
g 

fi
t

pe
rf

ec
tly

.
T

hr
ou

gh
ou

t t
he

 s
to

ry
 th

er
e 

w
er

e 
w

ea
kn

es
se

s 
w

hi
ch

 I
 c

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
av

oi
de

d 
ha

d
I 

be
en

 m
or

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 th

e 
fi

ni
sh

ed
pr

od
uc

t t
ha

n 
in

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ho

 w
ro

te
 it

.
T

w
el

ve
 o

r 
fi

ft
ee

n 
ch

ild
re

n 
al

on
e 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 d

on
e

a 
re

m
ar

ka
bl

e 
jo

b 
on

ce
 th

ey
 w

er
e

w
el

l l
au

nc
he

d 
on

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

H
ow

ev
er

, I
 c

ho
se

 to
us

e 
gr

ea
tly

 im
pr

ov
ed

 w
or

k 
of

al
l t

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 n
ot

 ju
st

 a
 f

ew
. T

hi
s 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
ke

pt
 th

e 
w

ea
ke

r
pu

pi
ls

 w
or

ki
ng

as
 it

 in
sp

ir
ed

 th
e 

be
tte

r 
on

es
 to

 e
xc

ee
d 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
ef

fo
rt

s.
A

ls
o,

 th
ou

gh
 th

e 
cl

as
s 

st
ud

io
us

ly
 f

ol
lo

w
ed

 th
e 

ac
ce

pt
ed

 o
ut

lin
e,

 I
 o

ft
en

vi
ol

at
ed

 th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f 

a 
ch

ap
te

r 
by

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
in

 th
e

st
or

y 
m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
w

ri
tte

n 
on

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
su

bj
ec

t. 
T

hi
s

w
as

 to
 r

ew
ar

d 
th

os
e 

pu
pi

ls
 w

ho
 h

ad
 d

on
e

ex
ce

pt
io

na
lly

 w
el

l i
n 

w
ri

tin
g 

on
 th

at
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 to
pi

c.
 S

om
et

im
es

 tw
o 

pi
ec

es
 o

f
w

ri
tin

g 
w

er
e 

co
m

bi
ne

d 
as

 o
ne

. S
om

et
im

es
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

en
te

re
d 

in
 th

e 
bo

ok
 a

s
se

pa
ra

te
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

s 
en

tir
el

y.
Si

xt
ee

n 
w

ee
ks

 a
ft

er
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 th
is

 w
ri

tin
g 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

fi
ni

sh
ed

 th
e

bo
ok

si
x 

be
au

tif
ul

, i
nf

or
m

at
iv

e,
 v

ic
to

ri
ou

s 
ch

ap
te

rs
! 

In
ty

pe
d 

fo
rm

 it
 w

as
m

ag
ni

fi
ce

nt
! 

T
he

 c
ro

w
ni

ng
 e

ve
nt

 w
as

 o
n 

th
e 

da
y 

of
 th

e 
C

hr
is

tm
as

pa
rt

y 
w

he
n 

I
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,

read this "great A
m

erican novel" to the m
others. E

ach child w
as fully repaid for

all the hours of w
riting by the appreciation voiced by his m

other.
N

ot the least of the benefits derived from
 this project w

as the fact that each
child in the class expressed the anxious desire to w

rite his ow
nhisvery ow

n
story during the second sem

ester. C
onsequently at the beginning of the second

sem
ester forty purposeful fourth graders had their ow

n folders, their ow
n out-

lines, their ow
n w

riting rules, and their ow
n books in the process of being

w
ritten.' A

nother surprising and w
holly gratifying

aspect of this second project
w

as that each child w
as progressing at his ow

n rate of speed, w
as w

riting
exactly w

hat he w
anted to w

rite about, and w
as applying all the rules w

ritten
in his ow

n personal E
nglish textbook. N

ot once had the children copied "old
silly sentences" and filled blanks. In fact, w

e had all had a m
arvelous tim

e not
studying E

nglish that year!

ante first chapter of one of these individual books appears on page 83.



O
U

T
L

IN
E

 O
F 

C
H

A
PT

E
R

 I
i

1.
 W

hy
 W

e 
A

re
 W

ri
tin

g 
th

e 
St

or
y

6

3.
 D

es
cr

ib
in

g 
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r

1

3.
 H

ow
 H

e 
C

am
e 

to
 E

ng
la

nd
4

4.
 H

is
 L

if
e 

in
 C

hi
na

3

5.
 W

ha
t H

e 
D

oe
s

(O
m

itt
ed

)

6.
 W

ho
m

 H
e 

L
iv

es
 W

ith
2

if
'

1A
s 

w
e 

pl
an

ne
d 

th
is

 f
ir

st
 c

ha
pt

er
, t

he
se

 s
ix

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 to

pi
cs

 w
er

e 
su

gg
es

te
d 

by
 th

e 
cl

as
s,

an
d 

I 
w

ro
te

 th
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er
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t c
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 c
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 d
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nu
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 d
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ri
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hi

ch
 th

ey
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pp
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m
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in
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is
 a

 s
m

al
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ed
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og
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gh
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t

fo
ur

te
en

 p
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nd
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is
 b

ow
le

gg
ed

 a
nd
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is
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il 
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rl

s 
up

 o
ve

r 
hi

s 
ba

ck
 a

s 
if

 h
e 

ha
d

a 
T

on
i i

n 
it.

 H
e

ha
s 

a 
si

lk
y 

ba
ck

 o
f 

lo
ng

 h
ai

r,
 a

nd
 h

is
 e

ar
s 

ha
ng

do
w

n 
to

 h
is

 f
ee

t.
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r 

liv
es

 w
ith

 M
r.

 a
nd

 M
rs

.
B

ro
w

n 
an

d 
N

an
cy

 n
ow

. N
an

cy
 o

nc
e

ha
d 

a 
ki

tte
n 

an
d 

hi
s 

na
m

e 
w

as
 S

ug
ar

 b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

w
as

w
hi

te
 a

nd
 lo

ok
ed

 li
ke

 s
ug

ar
.

N
an

cy
 lo

ve
d 

Su
ga

r 
ve

ry
m

uc
h.

 W
he

n 
Su

ga
r 

di
ed

 N
an

cy
 w

as
 v

er
y 

sa
d.

T
he

 n
ex

t
da

y 
th

ey
 w

en
t t

o 
se

e 
so

m
e

of
 th

ei
r 

re
la

tiv
es

' a
nd

 th
ey

 g
av

e 
he

r 
a 

lit
tle

 d
og

.
N

an
cy

 w
an

te
d 

to
 c

al
l h

im
 S

ug
ar

bu
t h

e 
w

as
 b

ro
w

n.
 T

he
 d

og
 w

as
 s

w
ee

t
bu

t
un

re
fi

ne
d 

so
 s

he
 n

am
ed

 h
im

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
an

d
th

at
 is

 h
ow

 h
e 

go
t h

is
 n

am
e!

M
r.

 a
nd

 M
rs

. B
ro

w
n 

liv
e 

ac
ro

ss
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 s

o
th

ei
r 

da
ug

ht
er

 N
an

cy
 c

an

1T
w

o 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ro
te

 a
lm

os
t i

de
nt

ic
al

 s
en

te
nc

es
 u

si
ng

 th
e 

w
or

d 
an

ce
st

or
s

he
re

. I
n 

th
e 

cl
as

s 
di

sc
us

si
on

 o
f 

B
ro

w
n

Su
ga

r's
 f

or
eb

ea
rs

, w
e 

us
ed

 th
e 

w
or

d 
an

ce
st

or
s 

fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
.

2T
hi

nk
in

g 
th

at
 th
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e 
ch

ild
re

n,
 I

 to
ld

 th
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t b
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 c
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t b
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 il

l-
m

an
ne

re
d.

"

3

4.

tv
.

4"
14

,
14

,
c=

.4
-

ei
+

.
rt

s,

re
f

.



4
.

4.4

'S
."'"1*;

go to
school faster. M

r. B
row

n w
orks in

a store. M
rs. B

row
n w

orks as a school
teacher. N

ancy is in the seventh grade. B
row

n
Sugar loves to live close to school

because he can play w
ith the children. T

hey som
etim

es call him
B

oy.
T

he ancestors of B
row

n Sugar
cam

e from
 far across the ocean from

 the
country of C

hina. H
is great, great, great grandparents belonged to the ruler of

C
hina and lived in the royal castle. In C

hina
people used to pray to Pekingese

dogs. O
nly people of royal birth could ow

n them
. T

he C
hinese m

ade this
dog

bow
legged so that he could not run

aw
ay. W

om
en those days w

ore Pekingese
dogs in their sleeves. T

hey called them
 sleeve dogs. T

he Pekingese is a
toy in

this country but is a respected w
atch dog in C

hina.
In 1860 the E

nglish people took
over the city of Peking. T

w
o of these toy dogs

w
ere carried to E

ngland and that is how
 the w

hole w
orld knew

 about the little
dog.'

W
e are w

riting this book because
w

e don't w
ant to do E

nglish. Sentences are
hard to do. I think w

riting
a book is m

ore fun than w
riting sentences. W

riting a
story is funny and E

nglish is not funny. W
e w

ill not have to w
ork in our book

and w
rite old silly sentences. W

e w
ould not have learned about

a Pekingese if
w

e w
orked in an E

nglish book. Som
e of us m

ight w
ant to w

rite a book w
hen

w
e

.grow
 up and w

e'll know
 how

.

3A
ll w

e could find in reference books about the
Pekingese dog w

e read and discussed in class. Som
e of the

inform
ation w

as hearsay, but it w
as interesting, and, since real authors don'talw

ays stick to facts, neither did w
e.
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e 
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t, 
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he
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r 
I

m
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pi
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or
 m

y 
re
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rd
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e 
or

de
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of
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e
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 b
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 f
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T
he

 A
la

rm
 C

lo
ck

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
sl

ee
ps

 in
 N

an
cy

's
 d

ol
l b

ug
gy

 u
nt

il
M

rs
. B

ro
w

n 
tu

rn
s 

th
e 

ni
gh

t
ou

t. 
T

he
n 

he
 ju

m
ps

 in
 N

an
cy

's
 b

ed
an

d 
sl

ee
ps

 ti
ll 

M
rs

. B
ro

w
n 

ge
ts

 u
p 

in
 th

e
m

or
ni

ng
. T

he
n 

he
 g

et
s 

ba
ck

in
 th

e 
bu

gg
y.

' O
ne

 m
or

ni
ng

 M
rs

. B
ro

w
n 

ca
lle

d
N

an
cy

 to
 g

et
 u

p 
bu

t N
an

cy
 k

ep
t o

n 
sl

ee
pi

ng
.

So
 a

bo
ut

 te
n 

m
in

ut
es

 la
te

r 
M

rs
.

B
ro

w
n 

ke
pt

 c
al

lin
g 

N
an

cy
 a

nd
 N

an
cy

 ju
st

 tu
rn

ed
 o

ve
r

an
d 

w
en

t b
ac

k 
to

 s
le

ep
.

A
t 7

 :2
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M
rs

. B
ro

w
n 

ca
lle

d 
N

an
cy

 a
nd

 to
ld

 h
er

 s
he

ha
d 

be
tte

r 
ge

t u
p 

or
 s

he
 w

ou
ld

be
 la

te
 f

or
 s

ch
oo

l, 
bu

t N
an

cy
 k

ep
t o

n 
sl

ee
pi

ng
.S

o 
M

rs
. B

ro
w

n 
ga

ve
 u

p.
 S

he
 le

t
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r 

ba
ck

' i
n 

th
e 

be
dr

oo
m

 a
nd

 a
s 

so
on

 a
s

he
 s

aw
 N

an
cy

 in
 b

ed
 a

sl
ee

p 
he

ju
m

pe
d 

up
 o

n 
he

r 
be

d
an

d 
pu

lle
d 

th
e 

co
ve

r 
of

f 
of

 h
er

 a
nd

 N
an

cy
 p

ul
le

d
th

e
co

ve
r 

ba
ck

 o
n 

he
r.

 B
ut

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
di

d 
no

t g
iv

e 
up

 tr
yi

ng
 to

 w
ak

e 
he

r 
up

.H
e

st
ar

te
d 

ba
rk

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
be

d 
an

d 
ju

m
pi

ng
 u

po
n

it 
un

til
 s

he
 w

ok
e 

up
. B

ro
w

n
Su

ga
r 

is
 th

e 
al

ar
m

 c
lo

ck
 f

or
M

rs
. B

ro
w

n 
to

 w
ak

e 
up

 N
an

cy
 o

n 
sc

ho
ol

 m
or

ni
ng

s.
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r 

no
t o

nl
y 

w
ak

es
 u

p 
N

an
cy

 b
ut

 a
ls

o
w

ak
es

up
th

e 
en

tir
e 

fa
m

ily
 in

1T
hi

s 
cl

ev
er

 tr
ic

k,
 a

nd
 s

im
ila

r 
on

es
, w

er
e 

so
 o

ft
en

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 a

nd
 w

ri
tte

n 
w

ith
su

ch
 g

le
e 

at
 th

e 
co

ns
pi

ra
cy

 w
hi

ch
ex

is
ts

 b
et

w
ee

n 
do

gs
 a

nd
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ag
ai

ns
t t

he
 "

sa
ni

ta
ry

, c
ru

sa
de

s"
 w

ag
ed

 b
y

ad
ul

ts
 in

 th
e 

va
ri

ou
s 

ho
us

eh
ol

ds
 th

at
w

e 
ha

d 
to

 in
cl

ud
e 

it 
ev

en
 th

ou
gh

 th
e

th
re

ad
 th

at
 s

ew
ad

 th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t p
ar

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
st

or
y 

to
ge

th
er

 d
id

 n
ot

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

ha
rm

on
iz

e 
he

re
.

2T
he

y 
fo

rg
ot

 to
 te

ll 
th

at
 h

e 
is

 tu
rn

ed
 o

ut
si

de
 th

e 
fi

rs
t t

hi
ng

ea
ch

 m
or

ni
ng

. I
 a

dd
ed

 th
is
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ne

 w
or

d 
ba

ck
.
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case of an em
ergency.8 O

ne very pleasant night the B
row

n fam
ily's chicken

house caught fire. N
ancy had a setting hen in it. W

hen B
oy saw

 the fire he ran
to drive the chickens out. W

hen he saw
 the setting hen he jum

ped to the nest
and got an

egg
betw

een his teeth and put it in a nest outside. T
he hen w

as so
m

ad that she follow
ed him

 and found the nest of
eggs

and see dow
n. V

ery soon
the

eggs began to hatch. T
he next m

orning N
ancy saw

 that the chicken house
w

as burned dow
n. She w

as very sad because she thought that the hen had been
burned

up, but just then she saw
 her hen and chicks and knew

 that B
oy had

saved her and her eggsrather chicks and she w
as happy even if the chicken

house had burned dow
n. T

hat's the w
ay B

oy becam
e a firem

an as w
ell as an

alarm
 clock for the w

hole fam
ily.

O
ne night B

row
n Sugar stayed out late. T

he next m
orning B

row
n Sugarslept

a long tim
e. W

hen he got up it w
as 12:00. E

ven B
row

n Sugar, the alarm
 clock,

runs clow
n som

etim
es.

O
ne day the B

row
ns

got a letter from
 N

ancy's grandparents saying they
w

anted them
 to com

e that night so that they w
ould be there

on T
hanksgiving

D
ay w

hich w
as the next m

orning. T
hat

very night they packed a suitcase and

S T
he class spent tw

enty m
inutes constructing this sentence

on the board before they began the actual w
ork

on the paragraph. T
hey w

ere becom
ing m

ore conscious every day of the need of sew
ing the.paragraphs together

to m
ake them

 fit sm
oothly.

4/ 'haply did not have the courage to question w
hether the hen net or sat. A

fter all she
w

as a netting hen, and
m

y personal opinion w
as that too m

uch gram
m

ar at that exciting m
om

ent w
ould have im

paired the stork. R
eal

w
riters are inspired; gram

m
ar is too often just a

necessary evil.

Y
i
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le
ft

 a
nd

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
w

en
t w

ith
 th

em
. T

he
 n

ex
t m

or
ni

ng
 B

oy
 h

el
pe

d
th

e 
ro

os
te

r
w

ak
e 

th
e 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 th

e 
an

im
al

s.
 B

oy
 w

as
 v

er
y 

hu
ng

ry
 s

o
he

 s
ta

rt
ed

 r
in

gi
ng

 h
is

di
nn

er
 b

el
l w

hi
ch

 h
e 

di
d 

by
 b

ar
ki

ng
. S

oo
n 

N
an

cy
 c

am
e

an
d 

fe
d 

hi
m
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nd
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ot

so
m

e 
w

at
er

 f
or
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im

.T
he

 d
ay

 f
le

w
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y 
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d 
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 w
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m

e 
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o 

an
d

w
he

n 
it 

w
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gr
an

df
at

he
r 
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ve

 N
an

cy
 a

he
n 
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d 

fi
ve

 li
ttl

e 
ch

ic
ks

. W
he

n 
th

ey
 g

ot
 h

om
e 

th
ey

m
ad

e 
a

pe
n

an
d 

pu
t t

he
m

 in
 it

, a
nd

 e
ve

ry
 ti

m
e 

th
ey

 w
er

e 
hu

ng
ry

 B
oy

to
ld

 N
an

cy
.

A
nd

 th
at

 is
 th

e 
w

ay
 B

oy
 b

ec
am

e 
a 

di
nn

er
 b

el
l.

B
oy

 m
us

t h
av

e 
an

in
si

de
 c

lo
ck

 b
ec

au
se

 a
 b

el
l s

ee
m

s 
to

 r
in

g 
w

he
n 

a 
do

or
sh

ut
s.

O
ne

 d
ay

 w
he

n 
B

oy
 h

ea
rd

 th
e 

do
or

 s
hu

t h
e 

ra
n 

to
th

e 
ca

r.
 W

he
n 

he
 ju

m
pe

d 
in

to
th

e 
ba

ck
 s

ea
t h

e 
go

t h
ai

r 
al

l o
ve

r 
N

an
cy

's
 n

ew
 d

re
ss

. "
B

oy
! 

B
oy

!
Y

ou
 g

et
 o

n 
th

e
ot

he
r 

si
de

" 
ye

lle
d 

N
an

cy
. B

oy
 s

ai
d 

"I
 g

oo
fe

d
th

is
 ti

m
e.

"5
 T

ha
t i

s 
ho

w
 B

oy
 g

et
s

in
to

 tr
ou

bl
e 

an
d 

ge
ts

 in
to

 th
e 

ca
r 

to
o.

51
11

e 
ki

ds
 h

ad
 a

 h
ila

ri
ou

s 
tim

e 
in

 c
la

ss
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
ab

ou
t w

ha
t a

 d
og

 th
in

ks
 w

he
n 

he
 is

 s
co

ld
ed

 f
or

 a
 th

ou
gh

tle
ss

ac
t. 

M
an

y 
te

le
vi

si
on

 s
ta

rs
 u

se
d 

su
ch

 e
xp

re
ss

io
ns

 a
s 

th
is

 o
ne

 w
he

n 
th

ey
m

ad
e 

m
is

ta
ke

s.
 T

hi
s 

is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 n

ot
 o

nl
y

be
ca
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e 

it 
w

as
 in

 th
e 

st
or

y 
bu

t a
ls

o 
be

ca
us

e 
it 

sh
ow
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 h

ow
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
w
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e 

le
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ni
ng

 to
dr
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 o

n 
th

ei
r 
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ily

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
s 

fo
r 

th
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r 
cr

ea
tiv

e 
w

ri
tin

g 
ne

ed
s.

 S
in

ce
 th

is
 w

as
 th

e
fi

rs
t t

im
e 

qu
ot

at
io

n 
m

ar
ks

 w
er

e 
us

ed
, w

io
 h

ad
 to

re
vi

ew
 th

em
 c

ar
ef

ul
ly

. O
n 

th
e 

fi
rs

t d
ra

ft
 n

o 
on

e 
us

ed
 th

em
 c

or
re

ct
ly

, a
nd

 v
er

y 
fe

w
us

ed
 th

em
 c

or
re

ct
ly

 o
n 

th
e

se
co

nd
 a

nd
 th

ir
d 

dr
af

ts
. R

ul
es

 w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

an
d 

en
te

re
d 

in
 o

ur
 r
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e 

bo
ok

 a
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ut
 th

em
.
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H
e 
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do
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n 

an
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pl
ay
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ad
.

H
e 
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n 
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ith
 N

an
cy
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 s
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 f
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W
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ou
ld
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of
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ks
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e

w
ill

 d
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er
.

O
ne

 d
ay

 M
r.

 B
ro

w
n 

to
ok

 B
oy

 f
or

 a
 r

id
e

in
 th

e 
ca

r.
 B

oy
 ju

m
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in

 M
r.

 B
ro

w
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s
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 B

oy
 c
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gh

t h
ol

d
of
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e 

w
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el
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nd
 d

ro
ve

 it
. M

r.
. B

ro
w

n 
to

ld
M
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. ]

B
ro

w
n

ab
ou

t B
oy

 d
ri
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ng

 th
e 

ca
r.

 M
r.

 B
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w
n

to
ld

 B
oy
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e 
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d 
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ut
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 b
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r 
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y 

el
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 s
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d.
O
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nd
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N
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t d
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I 
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 w
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w
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 d

o.
 I
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ill
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B
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e 
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ks
."

Fi
rs

t s
he
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ht
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im
 to
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ay

 h
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 p
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.
E

ve
ry

 n
ig

ht
 h

e 
w

ou
ld

bo
w

 d
ow

n 
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s 
he

ad
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nd
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ar
k 

a 
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tle
. N

ex
t s
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ht
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m

to
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on
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d 

fe
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. S
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d 
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 b
y 
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g 

a 
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 f
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t b
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w
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 c
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a 
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cl
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, b
ut

, s
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 n
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y 
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f
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e 
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 h
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 le
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d 
to

 c
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 s
im

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
in

to
 w

he
n,

 s
in

ce
,

an
d 

if
 s

en
te

nc
es

, I
 h

ad
, i

n 
pe

rs
on

al
in

te
rv

ie
w

s 
on

ly
, s

ho
w

n 
so

m
e 

of
 th

em
 th

e 
ne

at
 tr

ic
k 

of
 u

si
ng

 a
 c

om
m

a 
at

 a
ce

rt
ai

n 
po

in
t w

he
re

 th
ey

 s
to

pp
ed

 lo
ng

en
ou

gh
 to

 g
et

 th
ei

r 
br

ea
th

. A
ll 

co
m

m
as

 a
ft

er
 s

uc
h

cl
au

se
s 

in
 th

is
 s

to
ry

 w
er

e 
pl

ac
ed

 th
er

e 
by

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n.

 .I
 m

ad
e

no
 e

ff
or

t t
o 

te
ac

h 
th

is
 c

om
m

a 
us

ag
e 

to
th

e 
cl

as
s,

 h
ow

ev
er

.
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B
oy know

s m
any tricks but there is one trick I w

ant to tellyou about. O
ne day

B
oy saw

 N
ancy sitting

upon her chair. H
e said to him

self,' "W
hy can't I sit in

a chair like N
ancy?" It sounded to N

ancy
as if he said, "B

ow
-w

ow
." "M

other
B

oy w
ants som

ething," said N
ancy. "H

e
m

ay w
ant to sit up like you," said

M
other. "B

end
your legs and you w

ill sit dow
n." B

ut B
oy fell dow

n. "Isn't there
anyw

ay he can sit up?" asked N
ancy. B

oy kept trying till he learned. "T
hat is

a
hard

w
ay to learn to sit dow

n," said N
ancy at last.

O
ne day N

ancy told B
row

n
Sugar to stand on his head. B

row
n Sugar

thought
to him

self, "W
hat does she think Iam

 a clow
n?" B

row
n Sugar started to stand

on his head but he fell. H
e tried again and again but he

finally did it. T
hat m

ade
B

row
n Sugarvery happy.

T
he Shrine C

ircus
w

as in tow
n.' T

he children w
hose m

others couldn't take
them

 to the circus could
see it on T

.V
. N

ancy's m
other w

as too busy to take her.
So N

ancy w
atched iton T

.V
. B

row
n Sugar w

anted to see it too
so he cam

e in the
house so he could

see it. It w
as tw

o hours long. B
ut B

row
n Sugar sat

up all of
that tim

e. B
row

n Sugarsaw
 m

onkeys, clow
ns, horses, elephants, and little carts.

2E
xam

inistion of our readers and library books show
ed

us that, w
hen som

eone said som
ething, w

hat w
as said

w
as separated from

 the rest of the sentence by a com
m

a. T
w

enty-three of the
thirty-six m

em
bers of the class w

ere
able to prove this observation by show

ing
m

e exam
ples w

hich they had found in their readings. W
e decided it

m
ust be a good rule; consequently w

e adopted it for our
ow

n use in w
riting our book. E

very day I w
as forced to

review
 correct use of quotation m

arks w
ith m

uch
em

phasis on the end punctuation w
ithin the quotation m

arks.
Som

e of the children persisted in using
a com

m
a w

ith a question m
ark.

&
T

his paragraph and the follow
ing

one w
ere w

ritten entirely by one child. Frequently children asked if
they

m
ight attem

pt to w
rite an entire chapter instead of just

one paragraph.
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d 
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t
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 c
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 c
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N
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se
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w

ou
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t b
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w

he
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 a
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 if
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 h

ad
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ef

t h
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om

e 
to
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t
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t

an
d 

I 
w

ill
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yo

u
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 w

ill
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"O
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. B
ut

 d
on
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et
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I 
w

on
't.

 G
oo
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by

."
T

he
 li

ttl
e 

w
hi

te
 d

og
 le

ft
. T

ha
t n
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ht

 B
ro

w
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Su
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 w

ith
 th

e
do
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 T

he
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 w
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w
ar

d 
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00

 f
or
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e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 f
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nd

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r.
 T

he
m

an
ag

er
di

dn
't
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ow
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at
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ne

 o
f 

hi
s 

do
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 w
as
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50
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ut
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 c
ou

ld
 f
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ft
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 w
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le
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t b
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.
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 p
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 f
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 b
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 b
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w
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 b
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od
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ew

s 
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B

ro
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ga
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"I
 d
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an
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 li
ttl

e
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th
er

 d
og

s 
w

ill
 c
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si
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ro
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ou
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 d

is
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g 
th
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fi
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 b
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w
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w
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te
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I 

w
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e 
da

te
 o

f 
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r's

bi
rt
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ay

 o
n 
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e

bo
ar

d 
an

d 
ex

pl
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ne
d 

th
e 

pu
nc

tu
at

io
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A
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os
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ou
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ep
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th
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 d
at
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t d

ra
ft
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pa
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ap
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2T
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ch
ild
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 c
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ly
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e 
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us
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E
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w
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 o
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e 

bo
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3A
t t

he
 c
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C
ha

pt
er
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 w
e 

m
ad

e 
a

ca
re

fu
l c

he
ck
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ju
st

 h
ow
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h 
w

e 
ha

d
le

ar
ne

d 
ab
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t w

ri
tin

g.
In

 c
om

pe
ri

ng
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 b
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w
ith
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ea

de
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, o
ne

ch
ild

 d
ec

id
ed
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at
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ur

 b
oo

k 
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am
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ed
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 T
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 c
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ss
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"f
ig
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ed
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 W
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ry
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m
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om

et
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O
ne

 c
hi

ld
 w
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ll 
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e 
co

nv
er

sa
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n
in
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is

 f
or

m
, e

xa
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s 
it 

ap
pe
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s 

he
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Se

ve
ra

l o
th

er
s 

di
d 

as
 w

el
l.
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T
hen M

other said, "Y
ou w

ill have to invite guests. Y
ou could invite the dolls,

M
ary A

nn,' the blond, and Susan, the brunette."
"B

ow
-w

ow
, B

ow
-w

ow
," said B

row
n Sugar m

eaning that w
ould not be

a bad
idea. Y

ou see B
oy thought M

ary A
nn and Susan

w
ere very cute. T

hat is how
B

oy gets along w
ith the girls.

M
rs. B

row
n said, "Y

ou w
ill have to send post cards off." T

he cards said :5

B
ox 828

H
olliday, T

exas
June 12

D
ear Susan,
Y

ou are invited to a birthday party for B
row

n Sugar T
uesday, June

15, at five o'clock, at m
y house.

Y
ours truly,

N
ancy B

row
n

A
fter they had m

ailed the cards they began thinking about m
aking hats for

the birthday party.

4A
t first I explained the use of the com

m
as in appositives to the few

 w
ho had m

ade an effort to divide their
w

riting as indicated. It w
as not for the entire class. L

ater, how
ever, I w

as forced by their ow
n interest and

questions to explain these com
m

as to the class.
5Since w

e had other definite class plans for letter and social-note w
riting, it had not occurred to

m
e to use

our book as a m
edium

 for teaching such w
riting until this child actually w

rote this invitation w
ithin his paragraph.

T
his invitation, of course, then gave birth to the idea of w

riting thank-you's in the last paragraph of this chapter.
I explained to this one child about the use of the colon here.
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 f
or

 M
ot

he
r,

 o
ne

 f
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 f
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 m
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 m
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l b
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 c
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 c
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 m
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ke
 a

 c
on

e.
 F

if
th

 s
he

6 
W

he
n 

w
e 

fi
rs

t b
eg

an
 w

ri
tin

g 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n,
 e

ac
h 

ch
ild

 u
se

d 
th

e 
w

or
d 

sa
id

 n
ea

rl
y 

ev
er

y
tim

e 
to

 in
di

ca
te

 th
e

m
an

ne
r 

of
 s

pe
ak

in
g.

 A
ft

er
 c

la
ss

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

of
"w

ea
ri

ng
 o

ut
" 

w
or

ds
 u

se
d 

to
o 

of
te

n,
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
su

gg
es

te
d 

sy
no

ny
m

s
to

 r
ep

la
ce

 s
ai

d.
 S

om
e 

sy
no

ny
m

s 
w

er
e 

re
pl

ie
d,

 a
ns

w
er

ed
, e

xc
la

im
ed

,
sh

ou
te

d,
 y

el
le

d,
 a

nd
 s

ug
ge

st
ed
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th
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xt
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es
e 

w
or

ds
 w

er
e 

us
ed

 in
di

sc
ri

m
in

at
el

y.
C

on
se

qu
en

tly
 w

e 
sp

en
t t

he
 n

ex
t c

la
ss

 p
er

io
d 

di
sc

us
si

ng
 tw

o 
gr

ou
ps

of
 s

yn
on

ym
s 

fo
r 

sa
id

. O
ne

 g
ro

up
 w

as
 o

f 
ca

lm
 s

yn
on

ym
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 r
ep

lie
d,

an
sw

er
ed

, a
sk

ed
, a

dd
ed

, s
po

ke
, s

ug
ge

st
ed

,
ca

lle
d,

 a
nd

 r
em

ar
ke

d.
 T

he
 o

th
er

 g
ro

up
 w

as
 o

f 
ex

ci
tin

g 
sy

no
ny

m
s:

ex
cl

ai
m

ed
, s

ho
ut

ed
, y

el
le

d,
 h

ol
le

re
d,

 a
nd

sc
re

am
ed

. W
e 

de
ci

de
d 

th
at

 th
e 

to
ne

 o
f 

th
e 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

un
de

rs
to

od
 c

hi
ef

ly
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
co

rr
ec

t u
se

 o
f 

ca
ir

n
or

 e
xc

iti
ng

 w
or

ds
. T

he
 r
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 c
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m
ade one w

ith green construction paper w
ith a purple lantern on the back of it.

W
hen M

other saw
 the hats she exclaim

ed, "T
hat is very good !"

B
row

n Sugar heard her but he did not think m
uch of them

.
M

rs. B
row

n suggested that she could m
ake a big cake for B

row
n Sugar in

her stem
 pan. She w

as going to m
ake it out of dog food.

N
ancy replied, "W

ill you put colored icing on it that has H
appy B

irthday
B

row
n Sugar on it?"

"Y
es," exclaim

ed M
other. "I w

ill m
ake it out of H

earts D
elight D

og Food and
Jello w

ill m
ake it stick together good."

"I w
ant to eat som

e cake at the party," shouted N
ancy, "and I don't like dog

food."
M

rs. B
row

n yelled, "I w
ill m

ake you som
e m

uffins."
T

his is her recipe:
3/4 cup of shortening
1 cup of sugarm

ix
1 eggm

ix
2 teaspoons of baking pow

der
1/2 teaspoon of salt
2 cups of flour
1 teaspoon of vanilla
3/4 cup of m

ilk
She m

ixed the shortening and sugar until it w
as sm

ooth. She added eggs and
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"H
ere B

oy letm
e put you on som

e pants and
a shirt," suggested N

ancy.
"Y

ou are not going
to put any clothes on

m
e. T

he other dogs w
ill callm

e a
sissy," he thought. H

e
ran around and around. I

guess he w
as trying to catch

his tail. A
fter all B

oy
ended up putting

on a pink dress. H
e nearly blew

 his
top.

"I w
ish I had put

on the pants right aw
ay," thought B

oy.
Just before the children

cam
e skipping to the party Susan w

andered
aw

ay
from

 M
ary A

nn. W
hen

M
ary A

nn noticed Susan
w

as gone she w
ent to the

policem
an. H

e started
to ask the little girl w

hat
w

as the m
atter but about that

tim
e Susan

cam
e running up to M

ary.
M

ary said, "W
e had

better hurry
or w

e w
ill be late."

Susan replied, "W
e broughtB

oy a big. present."
M

ary added, "H
appy B

irthday
B

oy."
N

ancy added, "Iam
 glad you cauld com

e."
M

other called, "C
om

e
Susan, M

ary A
nn, and N

ancy.T
he party is about

to
start."

Just as the
guests w

ere seated along
cam

e the Sm
ith's black and w

hite
cat.

H
is back

w
as arched. lie bared his

paw
s on the ground. H

is tail fluffed
up. A

nd
it w

as a; stiff
as a board. H

e trem
bled up his

nose. H
is eyes w

ere large.
T

he cat shouted, "W
ellI w

ould like
you to know

 I like parties too !"
B

oy barked, "O
h

m
e she w

ill eat m
y cake."

M
other called 333 and

said, "M
r. Sm

ith
your cat is over here picking

a fight."
M

r. Sm
ith answ

ered,"I'll be over right aw
ay."
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''
.r.

- 9-

"Y
ou

m
essy dog,"

said N
ancy, "now

you m
ust

have a birthday bath." T
hen

it w
as tim

e to
go.

M
ary said, "Susan and I had a nice tim

e."
"A

re
you going to

w
rite thank -you12 cards?" M

other asked B
row

n Sugar.
"B

ow
-w

ow
," answ

ered B
row

n Sugar m
eaning, "M

e w
rite cards?"'

"O
h, you can't w

rite can you? I guess N
ancy w

ill w
rite it," answ

ered M
other.

B
row

n Sugar told N
ancy w

hat to w
rite. T

his is w
hat they w

rote:

B
ox 828

H
olliday, T

exas
June 16

00ear Susan,
\ T

hank you for the rubber bone. It is just w
hat I w

anted. It isn't the
color I w

anted but it suits m
e fine.

Y
ours truly,

B
row

n Sugar

T
hey w

rote this one to Susan as you can see. T
hen they w

rote to M
ary A

nn
and

M
other.

12 Since the title of this paragraph w
as "T

hank-Y
ou C

ards," I explained fully uhy w
e use a hyphen betw

een
the tw

o w
ords. T

he m
ajority of the children used it correctly in the title as w

ell as in the paragraph. H
ow

ever, I
had no further plans for checking or m

entioning this usage except perhaps on the papers of the m
ore advanced

pupas w
hen and if the need arose.

13 T
his construction w

as discussed casually but it did not reach the stage of m
aking a rule about it, T

he
children just knew

 it w
asn't right because no fourth grader w

ould say "M
et w

rites cards." T
hat is baby talk.
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"W
hy yes I think it w

ould be fun," said Father, "and I think
w

e have saved
enough m

oney. H
ow

 m
uch w

ill it cost us to
go by airplane?"

"W
e: can

go as soon as w
e get som

e inform
ation,". answ

ered M
other grace-

fully.
"I know

 w
here w

e can
get the inform

ation," shouted N
ancy. ": can w

rite to
International A

irw
ays in W

ichita Falls."
"T

hat w
ill be fine," said Father.

N
ancy w

rote this letter :
B

ox 828
H

olliday, T
exas

N
ov. 10

D
ear Sir,
:E

 am
 w

riting to ask
you som

e things about an airplane trip. W
e w

ant
to know

 the schedule oi! the airplane from
 W

ichita Falls to the
airport

nearest the C
ongo region in A

frica. W
e w

ant to know
 how

 m
uch the

rates of round trip tickets for M
r. and M

rs. B
row

n and
N

ancy w
ill be.

M
ay w

e take about a fourteen pound dog nam
ed B

row
n Sugar

along?
H

ow
 m

uch baggage
can w

e take? Is there anything else w
e need to

know
 about the trip? W

e w
ould

appreciate hearing from
 you soon so

that w
e can

go.
Y

ours truly,
N

ancy B
row

n
4T

he letter actually m
ailed is som

ew
hat different from

 the
one given here as N

ancy's. I also w
rote a letter

to the airlines office explaining our project, but the children did not know
 it.
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"I know
 w

hat w
e can do. L

et's use our tickets on the H
erb Shriner quiz show

,
T

w
o for the M

oney," suggested N
ancy happily, "and m

aybe w
e can

w
in enough

to pay our w
ay to A

frica."'
"T

hat w
ill be a grand idea," said Father.

"L
et's figure out how

 m
uch it w

ill cost us," said M
other for fun. "If

m
y

ticket
costs ,$131019 how

 m
uch w

ill m
ine and D

addy's cost together, N
ancy?"

"T
w

o tim
es $1310.09 is $2620.18," answ

ered N
ancy after figuring a

few
m

inutes.
"If B

oy w
eighs 14 pounds and it is $3.00 a pound, how

 m
uch w

ill that
be?"

asked Father.
"It w

ill be 14 tim
es $3.00," said N

ancy, "and that is $42.00."
"If B

oy's carrying case w
eighs 25 pounds how

 m
uch w

ill that
be?" asked

M
other.
"It w

ill be 25 tim
es $3.00 and that is $75.00," said N

ancy.
"N

ancy, how
 m

uch w
ill it all cost ?" Father asked.

N
ancy said, "For you and M

other it w
ill be $2620.18. For m

e it w
ill be $655.05.

B
row

n Sugar w
ill cost $42.00 and his cage w

ill cost $75.00. $3392.23 is how
m

uch
it w

ill cost to go to A
frica."

0W
e spent an entire class period discussing possibilities for getting enough m

oney for plane tickets. T
he

three m
eans suggested by the class w

ere inheriting it, finding it, and w
inning it. Since nearly all the children

have tellevision sets, the one chosen, of course, w
as logical. T

he H
erb Shriner show

 w
as chosen because the

children liked H
erb, and also because there seem

ed no lim
it to the am

ount of m
oney to be w

on, and w
e had

planned early for N
ancy and M

r. B
row

n to w
in enough m

oney for the trip.
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e 
ne

xt
 ti

m
e 

ea
ch

an
sw

er
 w

ill
 b

e 
$7

5.
00

. W
he

n 
th

e
be

ll 
ri

ng
s 

na
m

e 
as

 m
an

y 
an

im
al

s
as

 y
ou

 c
an

 f
ro

m
 A

fr
ic

a.
"

7T
he

 s
en

te
nc

es
 c

on
ce

rn
in

g 
ar

ith
m

et
ic

 w
er

e 
gl

ea
ne

d 
fr

om
 s

ev
er

al
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 p
up

ils
'

pa
pe

rs
. W

he
n 

th
e 

le
tte

r
co

nt
ai

ni
ng

 th
e 

fi
gu

re
s 

ca
m

e,
 n

ot
 o

ne
 c

hi
ld

 c
ou

ld
 b

eg
in

 to
 f

ig
ur

e 
ho

w
 m

uc
h 

it 
w

ou
ld

 c
os

t t
o 

bu
y 

th
e 

tic
ke

ts
.

C
on

se
qu

en
tly

 w
e 

sp
en

t m
uc

h 
tim

e 
fo

r 
tw

o 
or

 th
re

e 
da

ys
 d

is
cu

ss
in

g 
th

e 
ar

ith
m

et
ic

 it
se

lf
. I

 w
ro

te
 te

n 
si

m
pl

e
ar

ith
m

et
ic

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
w

ith
 s

ug
ge

st
io

ns
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

pu
pi

ls
 w

ho
 c

op
ie

d 
th

em
 in

 th
ei

r 
E

ng
lis

h 
ru

le
 b

oo
ks

. B
ef

or
e

w
e

"r
ft

 th
e 

ar
ith

m
et

ic
, m

an
y 

of
 th

em
 u

nd
er

st
oo

d 
th

e 
pr

ac
tic

al
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

it 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

ot
he

r
sc

ho
ol

 w
or

k,
T

oe
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

ar
e 

lis
te

d 
on

 p
ag

e 
81

.
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N
ancy and her daddy said, "H

orse, elephant, m
onkey, crocodile, cam

el,
hippopotam

us, giraffe, antelope, leopard, buffalo, pigs, baboons, donkey."
"L

et's slow
 dow

n ! Y
ou got 13 correct

answ
ers this tim

e so next tim
e each

answ
er w

ill be $975.00. W
hen the bell rings nam

e as m
any things as you can

that the A
frican people trade."

T
hey answ

ered fast, "C
loth, elephant tusks, anim

al skins, beans, coconut."
T

hen the O
ld G

old scoreboard w
ent up,

up, up, to $4,875.00.
"Y

ou have just w
on the O

ld G
o4" C

igarette C
om

pany," H
erb said laughingly.

T
he next m

orning at seven o'clock N
ancy said, "In six

m
ore hours w

e w
ill

leave for A
frica." T

hat evening they boarded the plane and left for A
frica"

T
he B

row
ns w

ere now
 in the C

ongo R
egion"

"L
et's go the rest of the w

ay by boat dow
n the C

ongo R
iver," suggested

Father.
"N

o w
e can't, Father," said N

ancy.
"W

hy can't w
e, N

ancy?" asked Father.
"B

ut:, D
addy," answ

ered N
ancy, "T

he C
ongo is

a turbulent river."
"A

 turbulent river!" exclaim
ed M

r, B
row

n.
"B

ecause there are rapids, Father, and they w
ill tear

up the boat."

8A
ll the children, of course, w

rote a paragraph about the quiz show
, but three

papers w
ere so m

uch better
than the others that the three w

ere read to the class. A
ll children m

ade suggestions for im
proving these

papers,
and then the three children rew

rote them
. O

nly w
hat w

as repetitious
w

as deleted, and the three papers w
ere

added to our book.
9T

he ifollow
ing account of a day in the C

ongo is the w
ork of several children.

38



:T
;if

rv
io

w
s,

;Y
cc

.,!
:r

el
q-

W
if

fm
,r

/tv
,W

PM
rm

c?
Pt

T
A

gi
,'R

rY
gi

V
7P

rn
rW

iM
ilM

-7
75

,
,r

i7
7,

1r
IA

M
M

I

"W
e 

ca
n 

go
 u

p 
it 

a 
lit

tle
 w

ay
s 

ca
n'

t w
e,

 N
an

cy
?"

 s
po

ke
 M

ot
he

r 
ki

nd
ly

.
"Y

es
 w

e 
ca

n 
go

 a
 li

ttl
e 

w
ay

 a
nd

 th
en

 g
et

 a
 tr

ai
n,

" 
sa

id
 N

an
cy

 g
ai

ly
.

"O
.K

., 
le

t's
 d

o,
" 

re
pl

ie
d 

Fa
th

er
.

"T
he

 ju
ng

le
 is

 s
o 

th
ic

k 
yo

u 
ca

n'
t d

ri
ve

 a
 c

ar
 th

ro
ug

h 
it,

" 
sa

id
 N

an
cy

. "
It

 is
n'

t
as

 th
ic

k 
as

 th
e 

A
m

az
on

 ju
ng

le
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 d
oe

sn
't 

ra
in

 a
s 

m
uc

h 
he

re
."

"I
s 

th
er

e 
a 

de
lta

 a
t t

he
 m

ou
th

 o
f 

th
e 

C
on

go
 R

iv
er

, N
an

cy
?"

 a
sk

ed
 F

at
he

r.
"N

o,
 D

ad
dy

, t
he

re
 is

n'
t b

ec
au

se
 th

e 
w

at
er

 g
oe

s 
so

 f
as

t i
t h

as
 n

ot
 g

ot
 a

 c
ha

nc
e

to
 d

ro
p 

an
y 

sa
nd

,"
 r

ep
lie

d 
N

an
cy

.
"O

h,
 it

 is
 h

ot
 h

er
e 

is
n'

t i
t?

" 
sa

id
 M

ot
he

r.
.

"Y
es

, t
ha

t i
s 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

su
n 

sh
in

es
 r

ig
ht

 o
ve

r 
ou

r 
he

ad
s,

" 
sa

id
 N

an
cy

.
"T

he
 C

on
go

 R
iv

er
 g

oe
s 

ov
er

 th
e 

eq
ua

to
r 

do
es

n'
t i

t, 
N

an
cy

 ?
" 

sa
id

 F
at

he
r.

"Y
es

, a
nd

 th
at

 is
 p

ar
tly

 w
ha

t m
ak

es
 it

 s
o 

ho
t, 

Fa
th

er
,"

 s
ai

d 
N

an
cy

 h
ap

pi
ly

.
"T

he
se

 tr
ai

ns
 a

re
 v

er
y 

un
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 a

re
n'

t t
he

y?
" 

sa
id

 M
ot

he
r 

po
lit

el
y.

"Y
es

 th
at

 is
 b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 a

re
 w

oo
de

n,
" 

sa
id

 N
an

cy
.

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
w

as
 s

itt
in

g 
in

 a
 s

ea
t i

n 
th

e 
tr

ai
n.

 T
he

 s
m

ok
e 

w
as

 g
et

tin
g 

in
 h

is
ey

es
 a

nd
 e

ve
ry

tim
e 

th
e 

tr
ai

n 
tu

rn
ed

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
fe

ll 
of

f 
th

e 
se

at
 in

to
 th

e,
 f

lo
or

.
H

e 
w

as
 g

la
d 

to
 g

et
 o

ff
 w

he
n 

th
e 

tr
ai

n 
st

op
pe

d.
W

he
n 

th
ey

 g
ot

 o
ff

 th
e 

tr
ai

n 
M

r.
 B

ro
w

n 
sa

w
 c

ho
co

la
te

-c
ol

or
ed

 b
od

ie
s.

 T
he

y
w

er
e 

pi
gm

ie
s.

Fa
th

er
 s

ai
d,

 "
N

an
cy

, w
hy

 d
id

 y
ou

 b
ri

ng
 s

al
t?

"
N

an
cy

 s
ai

d,
 "

So
 I

 c
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

fr
ie

nd
s 

w
ith

 th
e 

pi
gm

ie
s.

 S
ee

 th
at

 b
ea

ut
if

ul
cl

ot
h 

in
 th

at
 w

om
an

's
 h

an
ds

?"
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"W
hat kind is it?" asked Father.

"It is bark cloth," answ
ered N

ancy.
"W

hat kind of trees are these?" asked M
other.

"T
hey are M

ongongo trees," answ
ered N

ancy.
"W

hat are M
ongongo leaves used for, N

ancy?" asked Father.
"M

ongongo leaves are used for shingles, plates, and w
rapping paper," an-

sw
ered N

ancy.
M

other found som
e honey in a tree and said, "I w

ish I could take som
e of this

back to cam
p."

"W
e can," said N

ancy, "w
e'll just w

rap it in M
ongongo leaves. T

hey are as
good as jars."

"W
hat are those pigm

ies eating?' asked Father.
"M

anioc bread," said N
ancy. "T

hey m
ake their kead out of a plant called

m
anioc. It looks like a sw

eet potato. T
hey use the poisoned juice of the

m
anioc

to put on their arrow
 tips too."

"Father," replied N
ancy gaily, "w

e are invited to go w
ith the pigm

ies on
their

hunt."
"G

ood," w
e can learn a lot E

.D
out their hunts," said Father happily.

"I w
ill tie B

row
n Sugar and take him

 too," answ
ered N

ancy
excitedly.

10W
hen the children began to notice com

m
as after w

ords for w
hich they knew

 no particular reason, they
began show

ing them
 to m

e. A
fter nearly tw

o w
eeks of toying w

ith the idea. one child cam
e up

w
ith this rule:

"E
verytiine you use a w

ord like yes, no, now
, oh, w

ell, and indeed at the starting of a sentence you use a
com

m
a."

She gave m
e ten exam

ples of such com
m

a usages from
 her reading. W

hen I w
rote it on the board

and asked if
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I

"W
he

n 
ar

e 
th

ey
 g

oi
ng

?"
 a

sk
ed

 F
at

he
r.

"T
he

y 
ar

e 
ge

tti
ng

 r
ea

dy
 n

ow
,"

 a
ns

w
er

ed
 N

an
cy

ni
ce

ly
.

"G
o 

ge
t M

ot
he

r 
an

d 
w

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

ad
y 

to
 g

o,
"

sp
ok

e 
Fa

th
er

 c
he

er
fu

lly
.

"O
.K

.,"
 a

ns
w

er
ed

 N
an

cy
 p

ol
ite

ly
.

T
he

 p
ig

m
ie

s 
ca

rr
y 

ne
ts

. T
he

 w
om

en
 c

ar
ry

 m
os

t o
f 

th
e

eq
ui

pm
en

t."
 T

he
y 

ca
rr

y
th

ei
r 

ba
bi

es
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

ba
ck

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

th
in

gs
 in

 th
ei

r
ha

nd
s 

lik
e 

ne
ts

, b
ow

s 
an

d
ar

ro
w

s,
 s

pe
ar

s,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

th
in

gs
 f

or
 th

e 
m

en
 to

 u
se

. T
he

 le
ad

er
 to

ld
 a

ll
th

e
m

en
 to

 ti
e 

th
ei

r 
ne

ts
 u

p.
 T

he
y 

w
er

e 
no

w
in

 a
 li

ttl
e 

th
ic

ke
t w

he
re

 th
er

e 
w

as
 o

ft
en

an
te

lo
pe

. T
he

 m
en

 g
ot

 th
ei

r 
ne

ts
 r

ea
dy

 a
nd

 th
e 

w
om

en
 r

an
 o

ut
 to

 s
ca

re
al

l t
he

an
im

al
s.

 T
he

y 
ki

ck
ed

 u
p 

a 
st

or
m

 a
nd

 c
ha

se
d 

th
e 

an
im

al
s 

in
to

 th
e

ne
ts

."
 S

oo
n 

a
gr

ay
 b

ol
ok

i a
nt

el
op

e 
ca

m
e 

an
d 

go
t

ca
ug

ht
 in

 th
e 

ne
ts

. T
he

 p
ig

m
ie

s 
st

ab
be

d 
th

e
an

te
lo

pe
 a

nd
 c

ar
ri

ed
 it

 b
eh

in
d 

th
e 

bu
sh

es
 w

ith
 th

em
. T

he
n

th
ey

 g
ot

 r
ea

dy
 f

or
so

m
e 

m
or

e.
 T

he
 w

om
en

 w
er

e
ch

as
in

g 
a 

he
rd

 o
f 

w
ild

 p
ig

s.
 T

he
 B

ro
w

ns
 d

id
n'

t
kn

ow
 it

 b
ut

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
w

as
 in

 th
e 

he
rd

. B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r 
ra

n
in

to
 th

e 
ne

t:.

an
yb

od
y 

co
ul

d 
im

pr
ov

e 
on

 it
, o

ne
 c

hi
ld

, a
ft

er
 r

er
ea

di
ng

 o
ur

 o
th

er
 r

ul
es

, s
ai

d 
"t

o 
se

pa
ra

te
it 

fr
om

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

."
 T

he
n 

th
e 

en
tir

e 
cl

as
s 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 it
 a

nd
 e

nt
er

ed
 it

 in
 th

ei
r 

lis
t o

f 
ru

le
s.

Fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

is
 th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
of

 th
e 

pu
pi

ls
 c

on
tin

ue
d 

to
 "

pr
ov

e"
 th

e 
ru

le
 b

y 
sh

ow
in

g 
m

y 
ex

am
pl

es
 in

 th
ei

r 
re

ad
er

s.
liT

hi
s 

ch
ild

 h
ad

 u
se

d 
it 

fo
r 

eq
ui

pm
en

t i
n 

he
r 

fi
rs

t d
ra

ft
. I

n 
a 

pe
rs

on
al

 c
on

fe
re

nc
e 

I 
co

ul
d 

no
t l

ea
d

he
r 

to
re

ca
ll 

a 
si

ng
le

 w
or

d 
fo

r 
w

hi
ch

 it
 s

to
od

. W
he

n 
I 

tu
rn

ed
 th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 o

ve
r 

to
 th

e 
cl

as
s 

fo
r

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n,
 th

er
e

w
er

e 
so

m
e 

liv
el

y 
su

gg
es

tio
ns

, b
ut

 n
on

e 
se

em
ed

 to
 f

it 
in

to
 h

er
 s

en
te

nc
e.

A
ft

er
 tw

o 
or

 th
re

e 
m

in
ut

es
 o

ne
 c

hi
ld

 c
am

e
up

 w
ith

 th
e 

w
or

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
t. 

T
he

re
fo

re
 w

e 
di

sc
us

se
d

hu
nt

in
g 

eq
ui

pm
en

t, 
fi

sh
in

g 
eq

ui
pm

en
t, 

ca
m

pi
ng

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t

an
d 

si
m

ila
r 

co
m

bi
na

tio
ns

 u
nt

il 
it 

w
as

 u
na

ni
m

ou
sl

y 
ag

re
ed

 th
at

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t w

as
 th

e 
w

or
d 

ne
ed

ed
. I

 d
id

 n
ot

m
en

tio
n

no
un

s 
an

d 
pr

on
ou

ns
, b

ut
 I

 d
id

 e
m

ph
as

iz
e 

th
e 

fa
ct

 th
at

 a
 g

oo
d

w
ri

te
r 

ne
ve

r 
le

av
es

 h
is

 r
ea

de
r 

in
 d

ou
bt

 a
bo

ut
w

ha
t t

he
 w

ri
te

r 
ac

tu
al

ly
 m

ea
ns

. A
 r

ul
e 

w
as

 e
ve

nt
ua

lly
 m

ad
e.

 S
ee

 p
ag

e 
79

, r
ul

e 
20

.
12

1 
ha

d 
re

ad
 p

ar
ts

 o
f 

"M
ad

am
i,"

 R
ea

de
r's

 D
ig

es
t, 

O
ct

ob
er

 1
95

4,
 to

 th
e 

cl
as

s.
 I

t i
s 

an
 a

cc
ou

nt
 o

f 
a

pi
gm

y
hu

nt
. T

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

le
ar

ne
d 

m
uc

h 
ab

ou
t t

he
ir

 g
eo

gr
ap

hy
 f

ro
m

 th
is

 a
rt

ic
le

.
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E
ach child w

as given a copy of this m
ap to trace the route.
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"S
to

p!
 D

on
't 

hi
t. 

T
ha

t i
s 

m
y 

do
g,

" 
cr

ie
d 

N
an

cy
. W

he
n 

th
e 

m
an

 le
t B

oy
 o

ut
he

 le
t o

ut
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e 
pi
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 to

o.
B

oy
 r

an
 to

 N
an

cy
 a

nd
 s

ai
d,
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I 

tr
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d 
to

 h
el

p.
"

N
an

cy
 a

ns
w

er
ed

, "
Y

ou
 h

el
pe

d 
a 

lo
t."

So
on

 a
 3

00
-p

ou
nd

 c
ow

 b
uf

fa
lo

" 
ca

m
e 

ou
t a

nd
 r

an
 in

to
 th

e 
ne

t. 
T

he
y 

st
ab

be
d

hi
m

 a
nd

 c
ar

ri
ed

 h
im

 b
ac

k 
be

hi
nd

 th
e 

bu
sh

es
.

"O
h,

 b
oy

,"
 s

ai
d 

N
an

cy
 g

le
ef

ul
ly

.
B

oy
 th

ou
gh

t t
ha

t N
an

cy
 h

ad
 c

al
le

d 
hi

m
. S

o 
he

 c
am

e 
up

 to
 h

er
 a

nd
 r

ep
lie

d,
"W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
w

an
t?

"
"I

 d
on

't 
w

an
t a

ny
th

in
g,

" 
an

sw
er

ed
 N

an
cy

.
T

he
y 

ke
pt

 c
at

ch
in

g 
an

im
al

s 
un

til
 th

ey
 h

ad
 f

iv
e 

an
te

lo
pe

s 
an

d 
tw

o 
bu

ff
al

oe
s.

W
he

n 
th

ey
 a

ll 
go

t b
ac

k 
to

 c
am

p 
th

e 
B

ro
w

ns
 w

en
t t

o 
w

as
h 

th
ei

r 
fa

ce
s 

an
d 

w
he

n
th

ey
 g

ot
 b

ac
k 

th
e 

pi
gm

ie
s 

ga
ve

 th
em

 a
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

bu
ff

al
o 

st
ea

k 
fo

r 
su

pp
er

 o
n 

a
M

on
go

ng
o 

le
af

 w
ith

 a
 b

oa
rd

 u
nd

er
 it

 a
nd

 it
 w

as
 v

er
y 

go
od

. B
oy

 g
ot

 h
is

 s
ha

re
 o

f
th

e 
m

ea
t.

H
e 

ba
rk

ed
, "

T
ha

nk
 y

ou
, N

an
cy

, d
ea

r.
"

O
ne
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T
w

o of the pigm
ies w

ent up on
a hill to see if they could see an elephant. T

he
pigm

ies told the B
row

ns that the elephants
w

ere close by.
O

ne pigm
y said, "Y

ou can not see the elephants because they
are nearly the

sam
e color of the grass and they stand in the shadow

s of the trees. I w
ill tell

you som
e m

ore about the elephant. T
he elephant is the largest of all living land

m
am

m
als." M

ost full grow
n bulls

m
ay attain a w

eight of four or five tons and a
height of 10 feet or m

ore at the shoulder."
B

oy added, "Y
ou m

ean m
ost full grow

n elephants w
eigh four

or five tons?"
"Y

es, and a height of 10 feet or m
ore at the shoulder," N

ancy answ
ered. "T

w
o

tusks, a pair, from
 a large bull m

ay w
eigh 300 pounds and be 11 feet long."

T
he pigm

y replied, "I w
ill tell you som

ething
m

ore about an elephant. H
e is

hard to shoot because his skull is 15 inches thick. Y
ou w

ill not need
a gun

because the noise m
akes an elephant furious. If

you scare them
 they had just as

soon kill the one w
ho scared them

."
N

ancy said, "I w
ill be very quiet."

Father said, "W
hy did I bring a gun?"

14T
his child read w

idely strictly on her ow
n w

hen w
e w

ere discussing and planning this paragraph.
C

onsequently I accepted her "bookish-sounding" sentences w
ithout question because I encourage pupils to learn

from
 "real" authors.

A
s si class project, w

e borrow
ed all reference books about elephants from

 the library and read in groups. A
good reader w

as assigned to each group of four or five pupils (according to the num
ber of books w

e had). W
hen

all groups had finished, I w
rote on the board all facts that the children had gleaned from

 their reading and
listening. T

his com
piled inform

ation w
as used by all the class m

em
bers. T

hey w
illingly used

a recess period for
this w

ork.
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B
oy said, "I w

ill never com
e to A

frica again."
T

hen2 the m
an that had the zoo cam

e and in his hands w
as a little baby leopard

and he said, "N
ancy, I am

 going to give this baby leopard to you because you
w

ould m
ake a

very, very good
m

other for it and it has no m
other because she

died right after it w
as born."

"B
ut I have no

cage to
take it in," said N

ancy, "and I can't take the baby
elephant and the baby leopard both."

"T
hen," said Father, "Y

ou w
ill have to leave one."

"I'll leave the elephant," said N
ancy. A

fter they had m
ade a cage for the little

leopard they packed their things. T
hey quickly got on the plane and they

called
good-by and they w

ere on their w
ay hom

e at last. In about 22$ hours they landed
on the landing field in W

ichita Falls.
W

hen the B
row

ns got off the plane there w
ere flash bulbs flashing all around.

B
oy ran back into the plane. T

he photographers w
ent in after him

 and took
his

picture.
"A

re
you

M
r. and M

rs. B
row

n and N
ancy and B

row
n Sugar ?" asked a re-

porter clearly.
"Y

es, that is us.4 W
hat do you w

ant?" asked Father kindly.

2Som
etim

es the children w
rote such good paragraphs that several tim

es throughout this book I have used
m

ore than one paragraph on the sam
e subject. T

his begins one of those extra paragraphs about "G
oing H

om
e."

8T
he tim

e they gave for the return trip w
as from

 tw
o hours to tw

o days. T
his is used sim

ply because it w
as

in this paragraph.
4E

iince I am
 convinced that us in object territory here is of m

inor im
portance in the fourth grade, I did
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desk, T
.V

., and the rest of the furniture and
cried, "W

elcom
e!" A

lm
ost the

w
hole tow

n w
as in thatone room

.
T

hey all said, "T
ell

us about your trip."
N

ancy w
as the one w

ho
w

as going to tell the story. N
ancy w

as in the m
iddle

of the story w
hen B

oy started telling it.
N

ancy w
as m

ad. B
oy kept

on talking.
T

hen N
ancy took

over. N
ancy finished the story. E

veryone w
as asking her about

A
frica. N

ancy thought she
w

as popular. B
oy w

as very stuckup. Just then
som

e-
one asked, "W

here are' M
ary A

nn and Susan?"
"O

h, m
y, I forgot to take M

ary A
nn and

Susan out of m
y bag," said N

ancy
as she ran to her bags and took out M

ary A
nn and Susan.

Susan m
oaned, "Iam

 so m
ad. Just look at m

e. M
y dress is all w

rinkled."
"L

ook at m
e. I look like

a grab bag or a w
itch," cried M

ary A
nn.

"O
h, no, you don't. Y

ou look like
a baboon," laughed Susan.

"W
ell, I w

ould hate to
say w

hat you look like," scolded M
ary A

nn.
"N

ow
, now

," laughed N
ancy, "calm

 dow
n."

R
ight then M

ittens
cam

e in.
B

oy said, "If he doesn't leave I w
ill."

N
ancy said, "B

oy, don'tsay things like that to him
. It is not like you."

B
oy answ

ered, "W
ell, I

guess I have been m
ean and just to show

 you I
am

nice I am
 going to give

you a leopard skin for a bed."

7Since nearly every child w
ho asked this

or a sim
ilar question used is, w

e devoted an entire class period
to the discussion and drill on agreem

ent of subject and predicate.
H

ow
ever, I did not use form

al gram
m

atical
term

inology.
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"T
ha

nk
 y

ou
 v

er
y 

m
uc

h,
"

sa
id

 M
itt

en
s.

"W
e 

br
ou

gh
t y

ou
 a

ll 
so

m
e

so
uv

en
ir

s 
ba

ck
,"

 s
ai

d 
M

rs
.

B
ro

w
n.

T
he

n 
M

rs
. S

m
ith

 s
er

ve
d.

T
he

 w
om

en
 h

ad
 a

lr
ea

dy
fi

xe
d 

so
m

e 
pu

nc
h 

fo
r 

th
e

ch
ild

re
n.

 T
he

 c
of

fe
e 

po
t w

as
 f

ix
in

g
th

e 
co

ff
ee

 f
or

 th
e 

m
en

.
T

he
 w

om
en

 w
er

e

go
in

g 
to

 d
ri

nk
co

ke
s.

 T
he

n 
th

e 
co

m
pa

ny
ha

d 
to

 le
av

e 
an

d 
th

e 
B

ro
w

ns
w

en
t t

o

be
d. A

 f
ew

 d
ay

s 
af

te
r 

th
at

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r
as

ke
d,

 "
N

an
cy

, y
ou

ha
ve

n'
t b

ee
n 

br
in

gi
ng

yo
ur

 E
ng

lis
h

bo
ok

 h
om

e.
 W

hy
?"

"B
ec

au
se

 I
 h

av
e 

be
en

 w
ri

tin
g 

a
bo

ok
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

,"
 a

ns
w

er
ed

 N
an

cy
.

"W
hy

 d
id

 y
ou

an
d 

yo
ur

 c
la

ss
 w

ri
te

 a
 b

oo
k

ab
ou

t l
itt

le
 o

ld
 m

e?
" 

ba
rk

ed
 B

oy
.

It
 w

as
 f

un
. W

e 
di

dn
't

ha
ve

 to
 h

av
e 

E
ng

lis
h.

W
e 

le
ar

ne
d 

so
m

et
hi

ng
,t

oo
."

"W
el

l, 
yo

u 
m

ea
n 

I'm
 a

n 
E

ng
lis

h
te

ac
he

r 
no

w
?"

 s
ai

d 
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r.

"Y
es

, y
ou

 a
re

,"
 s

ai
d 

N
an

cy
,

"a
nd

, o
h,

 I
 a

m
 s

o 
pr

ou
d

of
 y

ou
. I

 d
id

n'
t h

av
e 

to

w
or

k 
in

 m
y 

E
ng

lis
h 

bo
ok

an
d 

I 
le

ar
ne

d 
a 

lo
t m

or
e

th
an

 if
 I

 h
ad

 s
tu

di
ed

it.
 I

le
ar

ne
d 

to
 u

se
 s

yn
on

ym
s.

"W
ha

t a
re

 s
yn

on
ym

s?
"

as
ke

d 
B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r.

"T
he

y 
ar

e 
w

or
ds

th
at

 m
ea

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
 s

am
e 

th
in

g,
"

sa
id

 N
an

cy
. "

So
m

e 
ca

lm

sy
no

ny
m

s
fo

r 
sa

id
 a

re
: r

ep
lie

d,
 a

sk
ed

, a
dd

ed
,

an
sw

er
ed

, s
ug

ge
st

ed
, c

al
le

d,
 a

po
lo

-

gi
ze

d,
 r

em
ar

ke
d,

 b
ar

ke
d,

gr
ow

le
d,

 p
ou

te
d,

 a
nd

 s
po

ke
.S

om
e 

ex
ci

tin
g 

sy
no

ny
m

s
fo

r

sa
id

 a
re

: e
xc

la
im

ed
, c

ri
ed

, s
ho

ut
ed

,y
el

le
d,

 h
ol

le
re

d
an

d 
sc

re
am

ed
."

"T
el

l m
e 

w
ha

t e
ls

e 
yo

u 
ha

ve
le

ar
ne

d,
 N

an
cy

,"
 s

ai
d

B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r.
"W

el
l, 

I 
le

ar
ne

d 
th

at
 s

om
et

im
es

 w
e

ha
ve

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
le

tte
rs

 to
m

ak
e 

th
e 

w
or

d
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m
ean m

ore than one. T
hen to m

ake tw
o w

ords into
one w

e use an apostrophe to
show

 for the m
issing letters. T

hen
I learned to show

 ow
nership. W

e
usually use

an apostrophe and s. I learned
every tim

e w
e use' the w

ords like yes,no, now
, oh,

w
ell zund indeed at the starting ofa sentence, w

e use a com
m

a to separate it from
the rest of the sentence. T

o m
ake

a w
ord m

ean m
ore than one w

e usually add
an

-s. Som
etim

es w
e have to add -es."

"B
oy! Y

ou sure learned
a lot just w

riting a book," replied B
row

n Sugar.
"I know

 but that isn't all. T
hese

are som
e m

ore things that I learned: E
very

telling .sentence, abbreviations,
initials, and num

bers in
a colum

n should be
follow

ed by a period. A
com

m
a is used to separate w

hat is said from
 the

person
w

ho said it. C
om

m
as

are used to separate w
ords in a list. A

com
m

a is used
betw

een a city and
a state. A

 com
m

a is used to separate the day of
the m

onth
from

 the
year. U

se com
m

as after explaining w
ords. C

om
m

as
should be used

after the greeting and closing of
letters. A

 com
m

a is used
to set off the nam

e of
a person spoken to."

.
"T

hat's enough !" cried B
row

n
Sugar.

"B
esides that," said N

ancy, "I
learned 62

new
 w

ords. W
e used up our tim

e for
geography and did E

nglish
so w

e w
rote about A

frica and I learned
m

ore. W
e

even w
orked arithm

etic in E
nglish."

"W
ell, you have learned quite

a lot," said B
oy.

N
ancy w

as
so proud of B

row
n Sugar w

hen the book
w

as finished that she
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w
ro

te
 a

 p
oe

m
 a

bo
ut

 h
im

. S
he

 to
ok

 h
er

 p
oe

m
 to

 s
ch

oo
l a

nd
 th

ei
r 

m
us

ic
 c

la
ss

 m
ad

e
up

th
e 

m
us

ic
. T

hi
s 

w
as

 th
e 

so
ng

:

M
y 

Pu
p'

I 
ha

ve
 a

 li
ttl

e
pu

p,
H

e 
dr

in
ks

 m
ilk

 f
ro

m
 a

 c
up

.
H

e 
lik

es
 to

 r
un

 a
nd

 c
at

ch
 a

 b
al

l
A

nd
 b

ri
ng

s 
it 

ba
ck

 w
he

n 
yo

u 
ta

ll.
H

e 
sl

ee
ps

 a
 li

ttl
e 

ev
er

y 
da

y
A

nd
 h

e 
w

ill
 s

it 
up

 if
 y

ou
 s

ay
.

H
e'

s 
br

ow
n 

an
d 

bl
on

d 
an

d 
ve

ry
 s

m
al

l
A

nd
 a

ct
s 

so
 f

ri
en

dl
y 

to
 u

s 
al

l

9A
ct

ua
lly

 th
is

 p
oe

m
 w

as
 w

ri
tte

n 
du

ri
ng

 th
e 

fi
rs

t w
ee

ks
 o

f 
ou

r 
w

ri
tin

g,
 b

ut
 w

e 
ne

ve
r 

co
ul

d 
fi

nd
 a

 p
la

ce
 to

w
or

k 
it 

in
to

 th
e 

st
or

y 
un

til
 w

e 
ca

m
e 

to
 th

e 
la

st
 c

ha
pt

er
.

9W
e 

di
sc

us
se

d 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 a
 c

ap
ita

l t
o 

be
gi

n 
ea

ch
 li

ne
 o

f 
po

et
ry

. W
e 

ha
d 

di
sc

us
se

d 
it 

pr
ev

io
us

ly
 w

he
n 

w
ri

tin
g

p.
 2

7 
al

so
. T

he
 r

ul
e 

w
as

 w
ri

tte
n 

w
ith

th
e 

us
e 

of
 th

is
 p

oe
m

.
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In
tr

od
uc

tio
n

T
hi

s 
co

py
 o

f 
M

y 
O

w
n 

E
ng

lis
h 

B
oo

k 
is

 a
 c

ro
ss

 s
ec

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
fo

rt
y 

in
di

vi
du

al
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
bo

ok
s 

in
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

fo
ur

th
 g

ra
de

rs
 k

ep
t t

he
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
w

hi
ch

 th
ey

kn
ew

 th
ey

 n
ee

de
d 

in
 th

ei
r 

w
ri

tin
g 

or
 w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 th
ou

gh
t t

he
y 

m
ig

ht
 n

ee
d 

at
 a

la
te

r 
da

te
.

U
nd

er
 "

W
ri

tin
g 

N
ew

s"
 a

re
 r

ul
es

 w
hi

ch
 e

vo
lv

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ac

tu
al

 w
ri

tin
g 

of
th

e 
bo

ok
. T

ho
ug

h 
th

e 
be

tte
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
ct

ua
lly

 "
di

sc
ov

er
ed

" 
an

d 
pr

ov
ed

 n
ea

rl
y

al
l t

he
 r

ul
es

, t
he

y 
ex

pl
ai

ne
d 

th
em

 to
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

cl
as

s.
 I

 th
en

 w
ro

te
 th

e 
ru

le
s 

on
 th

e
bo

ar
d,

 in
 th

e 
pu

pi
l's

 o
w

n 
w

or
ds

, a
nd

 g
av

e 
ea

ch
 c

hi
ld

 a
 c

ha
nc

e 
to

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
ru

le
s

st
ro

ng
er

 b
y 

pr
es

en
tin

g 
m

or
e 

ev
id

en
ce

. T
hi

s 
de

te
ct

iv
e 

w
or

k 
w

as
 c

om
pl

et
el

y 
de

-
lig

ht
fu

l a
nd

 tr
em

en
do

us
ly

 r
ew

ar
di

ng
 to

 a
ll 

of
 u

s.
Si

nc
e 

th
e 

ar
ith

m
et

ic
 te

ac
he

r 
re

qu
ir

ed
 c

or
re

ct
 s

pe
lli

ng
 in

 h
er

 w
or

k,
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n
ke

pt
 a

 li
st

 o
f 

ar
ith

m
et

ic
 w

or
ds

 w
hi

ch
 I

 s
ug

ge
st

ed
 b

e 
re

co
rd

ed
 in

 th
e 

co
m

po
si

tio
n

bo
ok

s 
fo

r 
sa

fe
ke

ep
in

g.
 T

hi
s 

pr
ac

tic
e,

 o
f 

co
ur

se
, a

id
ed

 m
at

er
ia

lly
 w

he
n 

w
e

w
ro

te
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

s 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

ar
ith

m
et

ic
 te

rm
in

ol
og

y.
 T

hu
s 

"A
ri

th
m

et
ic

 S
pe

lli
ng

W
or

ds
" 

be
ca

m
e 

an
 im

po
rt

an
t c

on
tr

ib
ut

io
n 

to
 th

e 
ef

fo
rt

s 
of

 m
y 

pr
om

is
in

g 
yo

un
g

w
ri

te
rs

.
T

he
 "

E
ng

lis
h 

Sp
el

lin
g 

W
or

ds
" 

lis
t i

s 
ex

ac
tly

 w
ha

t t
he

 n
am

e 
im

pl
ie

s.
 I

 b
el

ie
ve

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ill
 b

ec
om

e 
re

as
on

ab
ly

 g
oo

d 
sp

el
le

rs
 if

 th
ey

 a
re

 g
iv

en
 f

ew
, i

f 
an

y,
ch

an
ce

s 
to

 m
is

sp
el

l w
or

ds
. T

he
re

fo
re

, d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

di
sc

us
si

on
 p

re
ce

di
ng

 th
e 

ac
tu

al
w

ri
tin

g 
of

 e
ac

h 
pa

ra
gr

ap
h,

 I
 a

sk
ed

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 th

in
k 

of
 w

or
ds

 w
hi

ch
 th

ey
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m
ight w

ant to use in their w
riting. I w

rote the w
ords

on the board, and all of
the children w

ho w
anted to use them

 copied them
 in their lists. T

he children
w

ere not only allow
ed but encouraged to refer to these lists during any w

riting
w

hich they m
ight do. T

hey eventually learned that
a good, full list of w

ords
w

ould not only help them
 in their spelling but w

ould also help them
 to recall

ideas on tests. C
onsequently the lists

grew
 to gratifying proportions.

T
he "G

eography Spelling W
ords" list evolved and

grew
 just as the w

ords in
the E

nglish list did. T
his list, from

 the children's view
point,

w
as perhaps the

m
ost practical of all. M

y unorthodox m
ethod of teaching geography gave

im
petus to the evolution of this list. O

nly after I w
as reasonably

sure. that the
class w

as com
pletely fam

iliar w
ith a certain country, in this

case the C
ongo

region, did I ask for a paragraph. Five w
ell-discussed facts about the region

constituted an A
+

 and other grades follow
ed on a definite scale. N

o holds
w

ere
barred. A

ny true inform
ation w

as acceptable. T
o avoid

poor spelling (w
hich

taxes the E
nglish grade on that sam

e geography paragraph), the youngsters
soon learned to keep and to use this list religiously.

T
he "Spelling Spelling W

ords" list is m
erely the list of w

ords m
isspelled in

the w
eekly spelling lesson.

"Synonym
s" is a short and not-too-exact list of synonym

s and how
 w

ords.
T

hough the latter are not really synonym
s, they do

serve near said-slot-w
ord

positions in the sentences. T
herefore,

w
e entered them

 in this list for con-
venience.
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"U
sa

ge
s 

a 
G

oo
d 

W
ri

te
r 

Sh
ou

ld
 K

no
w

" 
is

 a
 c

ro
ss

 s
ec

tio
n

lis
t t

ha
t I

 c
om

pi
le

d
fr

om
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n'
s 

bo
ok

s.
 E

ac
h 

ch
ild

 k
ep

t o
nl

y 
hi

s 
ow

n
lis

t. 
So

m
et

im
es

, w
he

n
su

bs
ta

nd
ar

d 
us

ag
es

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
to

 c
om

e 
up

 in
 o

ra
l c

la
ss

di
sc

us
si

on
s,

 I
 e

xp
la

in
ed

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ity

 f
or

 r
id

di
ng

 o
ur

 s
pe

ec
h 

of
 s

uc
h 

"f
la

w
s"

be
fo

re
 th

ey
 m

ar
re

d!
 o

ur
bo

ok
. E

ac
h 

ch
ild

 w
as

 m
ad

e 
co

ns
ci

ou
s 

of
 h

is
 o

w
n

su
bi

ta
nd

ar
d 

us
ag

es
. W

he
n 

a
co

rr
ec

tio
n 

di
d 

no
t s

ou
nd

 "
ri

gh
t,"

 a
nd

 a
 c

hi
ld

 q
ue

st
io

ne
d 

m
e

ab
ou

t i
t; 

I 
ch

al
le

ng
ed

hi
m

 to
 p

ro
ve

 h
is

 a
rg

um
en

t b
y 

th
e 

sp
ee

ch
 o

f 
an

y 
ed

uc
at

ed
 p

er
so

n
w

ho
m

 h
e 

kn
ew

or
 b

y 
an

y 
re

ad
in

g
m

at
er

ia
l. 

N
ev

er
 d

id
 I

 tu
rn

 to
 a

 te
xt

bo
ok

 f
or

 s
up

po
rt

 o
f 

m
y

ex
pl

an
at

io
n.

T
ho

ug
h 

pe
rh

ap
s 

th
is

 te
xt

bo
ok

, M
y 

O
w

n 
E

ng
lis

h 
B

oo
k,

w
ri

tte
n 

by
 m

y 
fo

ur
th

gr
ad

er
s,

 la
ck

s 
m

uc
h,

 w
e 

fo
un

d 
th

at
 it

 w
or

ke
d 

m
ag

ic
 f

or
 u

s.
 A

s 
a

gu
id

e 
fo

r 
w

ri
t-

in
g 

th
e 

gr
ea

t n
ov

el
 T

he
 A

dv
en

tu
re

s 
of

 B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r,
it 

ha
s 

be
en

 p
er

fe
ct

. A
nd

,
pe

rh
ap

s 
m

or
e 

im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

n 
an

yt
hi

ng
 e

ls
e,

 to
 u

s 
it

ha
s 

pu
rp

os
e,

 r
ea

so
n,

 a
nd

go
od

 s
en

se
.
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 c
ap

ita
l.

3.
 A

 te
lli

ng
 s

en
te

nc
e

sh
ou

ld
 e

nd
 w

ith
 a

 p
er

io
d.

4.
 E

ve
ry

 a
sk

in
g 

qu
es

tio
n

sh
ou

ld
 e

nd
 w

ith
 a

 q
ue

st
io

n
m

ar
k.

5.
 A

n 
ex

ci
tin

g 
se

nt
en

ce
sh

ou
ld

 e
nd

 w
ith

 a
ba

ll 
an

d 
ba

t.

II
. T

he
 P

er
io

d
1.

 A
 te

lli
ng

 s
en

te
nc

e
sh

ou
ld

 e
nd

 w
ith

 a
 p

er
io

d.
2.

 A
bb

re
vi

at
io

ns
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

pe
ri

od
s.

3.
In

iti
al

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e

fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

pe
ri

od
s.

4.
 N

um
be

rs
 in

co
lu

m
ns

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
pe

ri
od

s.
II

I.
 Q

uo
ta

tio
n 

M
ar

ks
1.

 W
he

n 
so

m
eb

od
y

ta
lk

s 
w

e 
pu

t q
uo

ta
tio

n
m

ar
ks

 in
 f

ro
nt

 o
f

an
d 

ba
ck

of
 w

ha
t h

e 
sa

ys
.

2.
 W

he
n 

w
e 

w
ri

te
th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 a

 s
to

ry
, p

oe
m

, s
on

g,
m

ov
ie

, o
r 

ar
tic

le
 w

e

us
e 

qu
ot

at
io

n
m

ar
ks

 in
 f

ro
nt

 o
f 

an
d

af
te

r 
it.

IV
. T

he
 C

om
m

a
1.

 A
 c

om
m

a 
is

us
ed

 to
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

w
ha

ti
s 

sa
id

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
pe

rs
on

w
ho

 s
ai

d 
it.

2.
 C

om
m

as
 a

re
us

ed
 to

 s
ep

ar
at

e
w

or
ds

 in
 a

 li
st

. (
T

hr
ee

 o
r 

m
or

e
m

ak
e 

a

lis
t.)

,
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3

3. A
 com

m
a is used to

separate the day of the m
onth from

 the
year.

4. A
 com

m
a is used betw

een
a city and a state.

5. U
se a

com
m

a before and after explaining w
ords.

6. A
 com

m
a is used to

set off the nam
e of a

person spoken to.
7. C

om
m

as should be used after
the greetings and the

closings of letters.
8. E

very tim
e

you use a w
ord like yes, no, now

, oh, w
ell and indeed at the

starting of a sentence
you use a com

m
a to separate it from

 the rest
of the sentence.

V
. T

he A
postrophe

1. T
o m

ake tw
o w

ords into
one w

e use an apostrophe to show
 for the

m
issing letter or letters.

2. T
o show

ow
nership w

e usually use the
apostrophe and an s.

V
I. M

aking W
ords M

ean M
ore

T
han O

ne
1. T

o m
ake a w

ord
m

ean m
ore than one w

e usually add
an s. Som

etim
es

w
e have to add es.

2. T
o m

ake a w
ord

m
ean m

ore than one w
e som

etim
es have

to change
the letters in it. Som

e w
ords

don't change at all.
V

II. W
hen

w
e w

rite the nam
e of a book w

ithin
a paragraph w

e underline the
nam

e of the gook.
V

III. W
riting

a Paragraph
1. W

e have to indent w
hen

w
e start a paragraph.
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2.
 I

n 
a 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
if

 a
 p

er
so

n 
or

 a
n 

an
im

al
 s

ay
s 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

to
in

de
nt

 a
ga

in
.

3.
 A

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 is

 a
 p

ar
t o

f 
a 

st
or

y 
th

at
 te

lls
 a

bo
ut

 o
ne

 th
in

g.
 W

he
n 

w
e

st
ar

t t
el

lin
g 

ab
ou

t s
om

et
hi

ng
 e

ls
e 

w
e 

st
ar

t a
no

th
er

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
.

IX
. C

ap
ita

l L
et

te
rs

1.
A

ll 
th

e 
w

or
ds

 in
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 a

 s
to

ry
 o

r 
a 

bo
ok

 o
r 

a 
ch

ap
te

r 
us

ua
lly

st
ar

t w
ith

 c
ap

ita
l l

et
te

rs
.

2.
 S

pe
ci

al
 n

am
es

 o
f 

pe
op

le
, a

ni
m

al
s,

 p
la

ce
s,

 a
nd

 th
in

gs
 s

ho
ul

d 
st

ar
t w

ith
ca

pi
ta

l l
et

te
rs

.
3.

 I
n 

w
ri

tin
g 

po
et

ry
 e

ve
ry

 li
ne

 s
ho

ul
d 

st
ar

t w
ith

 a
 c

ap
ita

l l
et

te
r.
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441,,

11.

arithm
etic

22.
addition

23.
sum

24.
figures

25.
zero

26.
num

bers
27.

place value
28.

thought num
ber 29.

ones
30.

tens
31.

hundreds
32.

thousands
33.

colum
n

practice
subtract
subtracting
subtraction
rem

ainder
difference
borrow
triangles

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

rectangles
borrow

ing
m

ultiply
m

ultiplier
m

ultiplying
m

ultiplicand
m

ultiplication
divide
dividing
divisor
quotient
reverse
uneven
fraction
decim

al point
exam

ple
circles
squares
R

om
an num

bers
A

rabic num
bers

vertical

43. horizontal
44. diagonal
45.

com
pare

46. dollars
47. cents
48. fifty
49. forty
50. ninety
51. copying
52. several
53. num

ber
54.

processes
55. carrying
56. perim

eter
57. distance
58. surface
59. w

idth
60. length
61. around
62. bought



E
ng

lis
h 

S
pe

lli
ng

 W
or

ds

1.
to

 (
to

 a
 p

la
ce

)
2.

 to
o 

(t
oo

 m
uc

h)
 (

al
so

)
3.

 tw
o 

(t
w

o 
gi

rl
s)

4.
 h

er
e 

(a
 p

la
ce

)
5.

 h
ea

r 
(w

ith
 e

ar
)

6.
 th

er
e 

(a
 p

la
ce

)
7.

 th
ei

r 
(t

he
ir

 b
oo

ks
)

8.
 th

ey
're

 (
th

ey
 a

re
)

9.
 th

ey
10

. p
ar

ty
11

. p
ar

tie
s

12
. t

hr
ou

gh
 (

a 
w

in
do

w
)

13
. o

'c
lo

ck
14

. t
hr

ew
 (

a 
ba

ll)
15

. n
o 

(n
o 

m
on

ey
)

16
. k

no
w

 (
I 

kn
ow

 it
)

17
. a

ga
in

18
. t

oo
k

19
. s

to
od

20
. t

ro
ub

le

21
. a

rr
iv

e
22

. a
rr

iv
in

g
23

. a
rr

iv
ed

24
. a

rr
iv

al
25

. w
hi

st
le

26
. p

re
tty

27
. c

om
e

28
. c

om
in

g
29

. s
te

m
30

. h
ea

rt
s

31
. s

ho
rt

en
in

g
32

. s
up

po
se

d
33

. o
at

m
ea

l
34

. p
ed

al
35

. a
pp

re
ci

at
e

36
. c

on
e-

sh
ap

ed
37

. f
in

al
ly

38
. t

ri
ed

39
. w

on
de

re
d

40
. f

ro
nt

A
M

IN
I1

11
1

.



41. international
42. are (W

e are going)
43. or (N

ancy or Jane)
44. right (right arm

)
45. w

rite (w
rite a letter)

46. inform
ation

47. W
ichita Falls

48 trouble
49. hunting
50. idea
51. unbuttoned
52. com

fortable
53. let's (let us)
54. herb
55. forest
56.

w
ays (pretty w

ays and
alw

ays)
57. w

eighs (in pounds)
58. elephant
59. birth
60. stom

ach
61. tons

70

62. skulls
63. teeth
64. inches
65. feet
66. pound
67. tusk
68. isn't (is not)
69. w

on't (w
ill not)

70. w
ant (to w

ish for)
71. located
72. story
73. stories
74. tallow
75. candle
76. kettle
77. kitten
78. Fluffy, Sr.
79. Fluffy, Jr.
80. fam

ily
81. chocolate
82. napkins
83. guest





1. net
2. bow

s and arrow
s

3. spears
4. M

ongongo leaves
5. shingles
6. plates
7. w

rapping paper
8. honey
9. chocolate-colored baby

10. bark
11. pigm

y (pygm
y)

12. pigm
ies

13. boloki antelope
14. okapi, forest giraffe
15. antelope
16. leopard
17. 300-pound buffalo
18. python
19. crocodile
20. w

ild pigs

21. driver ants
22. horn bills
23. baboon
24. leaf-thatched
25. herd of elephants
26. turbulent river
27. B

elgian C
ongo

28. hippopotam
us

29. m
anioc

30. isthm
us

31. G
reece

32. C
airo

33. delta
34. A

m
azon

35. valley
36. scythe
37. tropical clim

ate
38. tem

perate
39. arctic
40. antarctic
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C

S
pelling S

pelling List'
1.

m
arket

20.
everything

39.
elephant

2.
butcher

21.
frozen

40.
feather

3.
bushes

22.
several

41.
since

4.
lem

ons
23.

quick
42.

favorite
5.

peanuts
24.

interesting
43.

sm
aller

6.
plenty

25.
finished

44.
problem

7.
w

eather
26.

subject
45.

change
8.

fresh
27.

tw
ice

46.
answ

ered
9.

flour
28.

decided
47.

sleeves
10.

surprised
29.

plow
48.

thread
11.

these
30.

geography
49.

history
12.

m
eadow

31.
cupboard

50.
sidew

alk
13.

lonesom
e

32.
studied

51.
sudden

14.
lying

33.
accident

52.
education

15.
hundred

34.
ribbons

53.
C

hristm
as

16.
raised

35.
excuse

54.
everyw

here
17.

prize
36.

bum
ped

55.
m

achine
18.

them
selves

37.
chickens

56.
pleasant

19.
freeze

38.
hungry

57.
dropped

iirhis list is by no m
eans com

plete It is m
erely a cross section of forty such spelling lists.
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1. said (calm
 w

ords)

S
ynonym

s

replied, asked, added, answ
ered, suggested,

called, apologized, rem
arked, barked, grow

led,
pouted, prom

ised, spoke, bragged, inquired.

2. said (exciting w
ords)

exclaim
ed, cried, shouted, yelled, hollered,

scream
ed.

3. pretty
cute, beautiful, handsom

e, gorgeous, lovely.

4. exciting
interesting, w

onderful, delightful, enjoyable,
joyous, lovely, playful, happy.

5. how
 w

ords
joyfully, excitedly, gaily, kindly, angrily,
sadly, w

onderingly, cheerfully, dreadfully,
clearly, hatefully, lovingly, tearfully, slow

ly,
rudely, roughly, happily, clum

sily, nicely,
graciously, gracefully, politely, hastily,
teasingly.
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U
sa

ge
s 

a 
G

oo
d 

W
rit

er
 S

ho
ul

d
K

no
w

I.
 W

or
d 

Fo
rm

s 
to

 R
em

em
be

r
Pr

es
en

t T
im

e
Pa

st
 T

im
e

1.
co

m
e-

co
m

es
ca

m
e

2.
ru

n-
ru

ns
ra

n
3.

ta
ke

-t
ak

es
to

ok
4.

w
ea

ve
-w

ea
ve

s
w

ov
e

5.
kn

ow
-k

no
w

s
kn

ew
6.

sl
ee

p-
sl

ee
ps

sl
ep

t
7.

w
ak

e-
w

ak
es

w
ak

ed
, w

ok
e

Pa
st

 T
im

e 
W

ith
 H

el
pe

rs
(h

av
e,

 h
as

, h
ad

, i
s,

 a
re

,
w

as
, w

er
e)

co
m

e
ru

n
ta

ke
n

w
ov

en
kn

ow
n

sl
ep

t
w

ak
ed

8.
 g

iv
e-

gi
ve

s
ga

ve
gi

ve
n

9.
 d

o-
do

es
di

d
do

ne
10

. c
ho

os
e-

ch
oo

se
s

ch
os

e
ch

os
en

11
. l

ea
rn

-l
ea

rn
s

le
ar

ne
d

le
ar

ne
d

12
. s

ay
-s

ay
s

sa
id

sa
id

13
. r

ep
ly

-r
ep

lie
s

re
pl

ie
d

re
pl

ie
d

14
.

si
t-

si
ts

sa
t

sa
t

15
.

lie
-l

ie
s

la
y

la
in

16
.

ri
se

-r
is

es
ro

se
ri

se
n

77
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17. eat-eats
ate

eaten
18. bite-bites

bit
bit or bitten

19. catch-catches
caught

caught
II. C

orrect W
ays of Saying and W

riting T
hings

1. T
w

o dogs w
ere (not w

as)
2. H

e didn't know
 any tricks (not no tricks)

3. H
im

self (not hisself)
4. T

hem
selves (not theirselves)

5. T
hose or these people (not them

 people)
6. John and I w

ent (not m
e and John)

7. W
ant m

eans to w
ish for.

8. W
on't m

eans w
ill not.

9. D
oesn't he know

 it (not don't he)
10. M

ay I read this book (not can I)
11. A

nother (not a nother)
12. T

each m
e the poem

 (not learn m
e)

13. Its show
s ow

nership.
14.

It's m
eans it is.

15. Y
our show

s ow
nership.

16. Y
ou're m

eans you are.
17. T

here m
eans place.

18. T
heir show

s ow
nership.



19
. T

he
y'

re
 m

ea
ns

 th
ey

 a
re

.
20

. I
t a

nd
 th

ey
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 s
uc

h
w

or
ds

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t b

e 
us

ed
 u

nl
es

s 
th

e
re

ad
er

kn
ow

s 
ex

ac
tly

 w
ho

 o
r 

w
ha

t i
s 

m
ea

nt
.

21
. W

he
n,

 a
s,

 s
in

ce
, a

nd
 if

 s
en

te
nc

es
m

ak
e 

re
ad

in
g 

m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

in
te

re
st

in
g.

22
. B

ec
au

se
 is

 n
ot

 a
 g

oo
d 

be
gi

nn
in

g
fo

r 
a 

se
nt

en
ce

 u
nl

es
s 

en
ou

gh
 is

ad
de

d
to

 m
ak

e 
go

od
 s

en
se

.
23

. T
oo

 m
an

y 
an

ds
 s

po
il 

go
od

 w
ri

tin
g.

24
. H

av
e 

to
 (

no
t h

af
t t

o)
II

I.
 U

si
ng

 D
es

cr
ib

in
g 

W
or

ds
 C

or
re

ct
ly

'
1.

 g
oo

d-
be

tte
r-

be
st

 (
no

t g
oo

de
r-

go
od

es
t)

2.
 b

ad
-w

or
se

-w
or

st
 (

no
t b

ad
de

r,
 w

or
se

r,
w

or
st

es
t)

3.
 m

uc
h-

m
or

e-
m

os
t (

no
t m

os
te

st
)

4.
 b

ea
ut

if
ul

-m
or

e 
be

au
tif

ul
-m

os
tb

ea
ut

if
ul

 (
no

t b
ea

ut
if

ul
es

t)
5.

lo
ve

ly
-l

ov
el

ie
r-

lo
ve

lie
st

 (
no

t m
or

e 
lo

ve
lie

r)
6.

lit
tle

-l
es

s-
le

as
t (

so
m

et
im

es
 li

ttl
es

t')
7.

ta
ll-

ta
lle

r-
ta

lle
st

 (
no

t m
or

e 
ta

lle
r)

8.
 h

an
ds

om
e-

m
or

e 
ha

nd
so

m
e-

m
os

t
ha

nd
so

m
e

9.
 h

ap
pi

ly
-m

or
e 

ha
pp

ily
-m

os
t h

ap
pi

ly

11
 d

o 
no

t m
ak

e 
a 

sp
ec

ia
l p

oi
nt

 o
f 

av
oi

di
ng

 th
e 

te
rm

s 
ad

je
ct

iv
es

an
d 

ad
ve

rb
s.

 I
 s

im
pl

y 
ha

d 
no

t e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 a
pr

ac
tic

al
 r

ea
so

n 
fo

r 
cl

ut
te

ri
ng

 u
p 

th
e 

yo
un

gs
te

rs
'

m
in

ds
 th

is
 e

ar
ly

 in
 th

ei
r 

w
ri

tin
g 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
.

2N
ot

 o
nl

y 
do

es
 th

e 
tit

le
 T

he
 L

itt
le

st
 A

ng
el

 s
up

po
rt

 o
ur

be
lie

f 
he

re
, b

ut
 w

e 
ha

ve
 r

un
 a

cr
os

s 
th

is
 w

or
d 

se
ve

ra
l

tim
es

 in
 o

ur
 r

ea
di

ng
 a

ls
o.
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10. funny-funnier-funniest
11. politely-m

ore politely-m
ost politely

12. quiet-quieter-quietest
13. gaily-m

ore gaily-m
ost gaily

14. m
ean-m

eaner-m
eanest

80
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A
rit

hm
et

ic
 in

 S
to

ry
 W

rit
in

g

M
r.

 a
nd

 M
rs

. B
ro

w
n'

s 
ai

rp
la

ne
 ti

ck
et

s 
w

ill
 c

os
t $

13
10

.0
9

ea
ch

. N
an

cy
's

 ti
ck

et
w

hi
ch

 is
 h

al
f 

fa
re

 w
ill

 c
os

t $
65

5.
05

. B
ro

w
n 

Su
ga

r
an

d 
hi

s 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 c

as
e 

w
ill

 b
e

ch
ar

ge
d 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 w
ei

gh
t a

tt
he

 r
at

e 
of

 $
3.

00
 p

er
 p

ou
nd

. E
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

w
ill

 b
e

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 c

ar
ry

 6
6 

po
un

ds
 o

f 
ba

gg
ag

e.

1.
 H

ow
 m

uc
h 

w
ill

 M
r.

 a
nd

 M
rs

.
B

ro
w

n'
s 

tic
ke

ts
 c

os
t?

2.
 H

ow
 m

uc
h 

w
ill

 a
ll 

th
re

e 
of

 th
e

B
ro

w
ns

' t
ic

ke
ts

 c
os

t?
3.

 S
in

ce
 B

ro
w

n 
Su

ga
r 

w
ei

gh
s 

14
 p

ou
nd

s,
ho

w
 m

uc
h 

w
ill

 h
is

 ti
ck

et
 c

os
t?

4.
If

 B
oy

's
 c

ar
ry

in
g 

ca
se

 w
ei

gh
s 

25
 p

ou
nd

s,
 h

ow
 m

uc
h

w
ill

 it
 c

os
t t

o 
ta

ke
 it

?
5.

 H
ow

 m
uc

h 
w

ill
 it

 c
os

t t
o 

ta
ke

 B
oy

 in
 h

is
ca

se
?

6.
 H

ow
 m

uc
h 

w
ill

 th
e 

ai
rp

la
ne

 p
as
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ow

 m
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 p
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m
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?
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 p
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 p
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 f
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 p
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G
oo

fy

G
oo

fy
 is

 m
y 

do
g.

 G
oo

fy
 is

 o
ne

 f
oo

t t
al

l. 
H

e 
w

ei
gh

s 
35

 p
ou

nd
s.

 H
e 

is
 b

la
ck

. H
e

ha
s 

on
e 

fo
ot

 w
hi

te
. H

e 
ha

s 
a 

lo
ng

 ta
il 

an
d 

it
w

ag
s.

H
e 

lo
ok
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. H
e 
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s 
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w
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n 
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e 
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 d
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 d
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e.
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pr
is

e 
fo

r 
yo

u.
"

E
ve

ry
bo

dy
 s

ho
ut

ed
, "

W
ha
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he
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 d
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 E
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 p
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t m
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 c
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W
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 d
id
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u 
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e 
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w
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M

ot
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 m
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 c
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and. dow
n in the cellar. H

e
w

ore a hole in the m
attress and feathers flew

 all
over

the place.
T

hat evening D
addy

asked, "W
here is G

oofy?"
M

other said, "H
e is in the cellar."

So everybody w
ent to the cellar.

M
other said, "O

h, there
goes m

y m
attreSs!"

T
he day after the

snow
 G

oofy got a cold.
R

eba said, "W
hat

can w
e do about it?"

M
other said, "I w

illput vicks on his nose."
So w

e
put vicks on his nose and he licked it off.

H
e thought, "T

hat
tastes good." So he keptlicking until he got over the cold.
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